
ARTH 1010-001 Masterpieces of World Art
Fall 2016  Mon/Wed/Fri 8:35 am- 9:25 am  ART 158

Instructor: Alexander Stanfield

Email: alexander.stanfield@utah.edu

Office Hours: Wednesday 9:45am-10:45am (or by appointment if necessary)

Office Location: ART 159

Course Description: A basic introduction to major works of art and architecture from around 
the globe. Individual works are examined for their value in communicating ideas of different 
cultures throughout the history of civilization. Students study paintings, sculptures, ceramics, 
and other art forms by analyzing their artistic principles and meaning. Students also learn how 
works of art come to be considered masterpieces.

Note: Masterpieces of World Art fulfills the University of Utah's General Education Fine Arts (FF) 
Requirement.

Course Objectives: 

By the end of this course the student will be able to:

• understand of the basic elements of art 
• critically engage with an artwork
• recognize various modes of artistic production from different locations and eras.
• complete a visual analysis. 

Ultimately, students should leave this course with the confidence to approach a work of art 
and engage in a thoughtful discussion. 

Required Texts: Marilyn Stokstad’s and Michael Cothren’s Art: A Brief History, 6th edition, is 
the required text for this course. Copies of this textbook are available for purchase at the 
University Bookstore. You are welcome to purchase the 5th edition, however it is your 
responsibility to locate the corresponding chapters that are assigned. Supplementary readings 
are available via Canvas, course reserves, or in-class handouts. All texts posted to Canvas can 
be found in the “Files” section.

Teaching and Learning Methods: The format of this course includes lecture, class 
discussion, in-class written assignments and readings. All assigned readings should be 
completed before class. Participation is a must, and will be factored as a part of your final grade. 
Please be mindful with your comments during class discussion, as to ensure a respectful 
environment throughout this semester.



Grading Policy

Attendance and Participation:  30%
Students are expected to attend every scheduled class, and should arrive prepared to engage 
with and contribute to class discussion. The timely completion of readings and in class 
assignments contributes to your participation grade. Readings are listed on the syllabus and 
must be completed by class time on the day they are scheduled. 

Pop quizzes : 15%
They will be multiple choice and based solely on the readings.

In-class Writing: 15%
Students will be asked to respond to class discussions with short writings that will be collected 
in class.

Exams:  20 % each  (40% total)
The Midterm and Final will be taken in class. They may include slide identifications, short 
answer or essay questions. Make-up exams will not be offered.

Attendance: Attendance is mandatory, as class participation and group discussion are major 
components of the class.  Some circumstances are acceptable, and absences can be excused 
for medical reasons if a doctor’s note is provided. Please email me before class if you are 
running late or unable to attend. Also, take note that while a portion of the material is provided 
through the readings, the crux of material is discussed during lecture.

Canvas: Additional readings and announcements will be posted to Canvas. Students are 
responsible for all additional material. It would be beneficial for you to link your Canvas 
notifications to your personal email account, as to not miss any important updates.

Classroom Etiquette: I am aware that we live in the age of technology, however cell phones 
and laptops are not permitted in the classroom. They are distracting for both myself, and for 
those around you. Also, tardiness is frowned upon; I understand sometimes it is unavoidable, 
however if it becomes habitual it will affect your grade. 

University Policies

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Statement. The University of Utah seeks to 
provide equal access to its programs, services, and activities for people with disabilities. If you 
will need accommodations in this class, reasonable prior notice needs to be given to the Center 
for Disability Services, 162 Olpin Union Building, (801) 581-5020. CDS will work with you and 
the instructor to make arrangements for accommodations. All written information in this course 
can be made available in an alternative format with prior notification to the Center for Disability 
Services.



Addressing Sexual Misconduct. Title IX makes it clear that violence and harassment 
based on sex and gender (which Includes sexual orientation and gender identity/expression) is 
a civil rights offense subject to the same kinds of accountability and the same kinds of support 
applied to offenses against other protected categories such as race, national origin, color, 
religion, age, status as a person with a disability, veteran’s status or genetic information.  If you 
or someone you know has been harassed or assaulted, you are encouraged to report it to the 
Title IX Coordinator in the Office of Equal Opportunity and Affirmative Action, 135 Park Building, 
801-581-8365, or the Office of the Dean of Students, 270 Union Building, 801-581-7066.  For 
support and confidential consultation, contact the Center for Student Wellness, 426 SSB, 
801-581-7776.  To report to the police, contact the Department of Public Safety, 
801-585-2677(COPS).

Content Accommodations Policy (http://regulations.utah.edu/academics/6-100.php) 
Statement: Some of the writings, lectures, films, or presentations in this course may include 
materials that conflict with the core beliefs of some students. Please review the course materials 
carefully to see if the course is one that you are committed to taking.

Class Schedule & Readings  (**Subject to Change**)

Week 1: Introduction & Prehistoric Art                                                           August 22-26
• Monday: What is Art History? 
• Wednesday: Stokstad & Cothren Introduction (pgs 1-17)
• Friday: Stokstad & Cothren Chapter 1 (pgs 19-32)

**Last Day to Drop Classes: Friday, August 26th

Week 2: Art of the Ancient Near East & Ancient Egypt                August 29- September 2
• Monday: Stokstad & Cothren Chapter 2 (pg. 33-47)
• Wednesday: Stokstad & Cothren Chapter 3 (pg. 49-67)

Week 3: Early Asian Art & Greece and Aegean World                                September 5-9
• Labor Day Holiday No Class
• Wednesday: Stokstad & Cothren Chapter 4 (pg. 69-91)
• Friday: Stokstad & Cothren Chapter 5 (pg. 93-127)

Week 4: Etruscan and Roman Art                                                           September 12-16
• Monday: Stokstad & Cothren Chapter 6 (pg. 129-157)

Week 5: Jewish, Early Christian, and Byzantine Art                               September 19-23
• Monday: Stokstad & Cothren Chapter 7 (pg. 159-183)

Week 6: Islamic Art & Later Asian Art                                                     September 26- 30
• Monday: Stokstad & Cothren Chapter 8 (pg. 185-203)

http://regulations.utah.edu/academics/6-100.php


• Wednesday: Stokstad & Cothren Chapter 9 (pg. 205-231)

Week 7: Early Medieval and Romanesque Art & Gothic Art                            October 3-7
• Monday: Stokstad & Cothren Chapter 10 (pg. 233-259)
• Wednesday: Stokstad & Cothren Chapter  11 (pg. 261-291)

Week 8: Early Renaissance Art   Fall Break No Class         October 10-14
• Stokstad & Cothren Chapter 12 (pg. 293-323)

Week 9: Art of the High Renaissance and Reformation                              October 17-21
• Stokstad & Cothren Chapter  13 (pg. 325-365)

**Mid-term Test October 21st**

Week 10: Seventeenth-century Art in Europe                                             October 24- 28
• Monday: Stokstad & Cothren Chapter  14 (pg. 367-401)

Week 11: Art of the Americas & African Art                                 October 31- November 4
• Monday: Stokstad & Cothren Chapter  15 (pg. 403-427)
• Wednesday: Stokstad & Cothren Chapter  16 (pg. 429-445)

Week 12: European and American Art, 1750-1840                                    November 7-11
• Monday: Stokstad & Cothren Chapter  17 (pg. 447-473)

**Last Day to Withdraw from Classes: Friday, November 11th

Week 13: European and American Art, 1840-1910                                  November 14-18
• Monday: Stokstad & Cothren Chapter  18 (pg. 475-509)

Week 14: Modern Art in Europe and the Americas, 1900-1945               November 21-25
• Monday: Stokstad & Cothren Chapter  19 (pg. 511-549)
• No Class on Friday

Week 15: Art Since 1945                                                          November 28-December 2
• Monday: Stokstad & Cothren Chapter  20 (pg. 551-591)

Week 16: Review Week                                                                               December 5-7
• Final Review

**Final Exam December 16th 8:00am-10:00am


