HONOR 2102: Intellectual Traditions

Birth of the Common Era to the Renaissance

Course Syllabus and Daily Schedule
Spring Semester, 2017 M/W

Instructor: Dr. Paul Ketzle Office: MHC 1201

Online: http://utah.instructure.com Office Hours: Wed 2:45-3:45pm
(By appointment)

TEXTS

Norton Anthology of World Literature, 170l. B. 3rd Edition.
Utopia, Thomas More

The Prince, Machiavelli

Plus various articles, books, and videos available online.

Focus

Our attention this semester will be focused on the time period roughly from the end of the
Roman Empire to the European Renaissance, what is often referred to as the “Dark Ages.” As we
will discover, though, this Medieval period was anything but empty or thoughtless. Instead, it stands
as a time of incredible discovery and rediscovery, both in Europe and Asia (our primary areas of
focus). The writings of the people of this era tended to look in one (or more) of three different
directions: to the mythical past, to the often brutal and compromised present, and to the heavens
above. Some of the most revered of these writers would seek to understand each of these
perspectives in relation to the others. For this class, we will be exploring essays and works of
literature, and reading as literature even those that are taken both then and now to be divinely
inspired. This means careful “close” readings of the texts as texts, along with attempts to place these
works in context with their own times, as well as ours. Some of the material presented may offend
our contemporary ideas of morality, propriety or secularism. At no point is anyone expected to agree
with anything that these texts present, and no accommodations or alternatives will be offered.
(Please review the syllabus carefully to see if the course is one that you are committed to taking.)
Our task here is to understand and articulate the traditions those works explore and reveal and, in so
doing, aspire to learn a bit more about not only human history, but what it means to be human.

GRADED ASSIGNMENTS
* Participation & Discussions 20%
* Responses 20%
* Invention Assignments 40%
* Tinal Analysis 10%
PLAGIARISM POLICY

Punishment for plagiarism is an automatic E in the course. See sections II and V of the
Student Code for details and consult your instructor and your textbook for explanations and
examples so that you don’t run into trouble. Aside from the moral issues involved with cheating, you
are only hurting your own development as a writer by not completing the assignments yourself.



BAsic COURSE POLICIES

1) Active participation in the class is required.

2) Follow all assighment and course directions. Failure to do so will result in a loss of credit
and lowering of your grade.

3) Regular, punctual attendance is expected; excessive absence or lateness should be expected
to result in the lowering of your overall participation grade.

4) Come to class prepared and ready to engage in a thoughtful discussion. Your contributions
are an important—even critical—part of your learning process. Failure to come to class
with the expected assignments or being unprepared to discuss the assigned reading or
materials will have you marked absent.

5) Late papers will be accepted, but will receive specific comments only at the availability or
discretion of the instructor.

6) All out of class assignments must be typed

7) SAVE YOUR WORK FREQUENTLY AND IN MULTIPLE LOCATIONS.

GRADING SCALE

93-100 A 87-89 B+ 77-79 C+ 67-69 D+ 00-59 E
90-92 A- 83-86 B 73-76 C 63-66 D

80-82 B- 70-72 C- 60-62 D-
PARTICIPATION

What’s expected of you is to contribute to the debates, discussion, and analyses that we are
doing in this class. I expect you to challenge each other—and so you should expect to be challenged.
I expect you to challenge me, as well, and you should never take the fact that I try to explain why I
think you are wrong as any kind of insult or lack of respect. (I'll also try to make a point of
explaining why I think you are right, too.) Rather than feeling disrespected when people disagree
with you, recognize that we seriously argue with those we respect, otherwise we wouldn’t waste our
time. There’s nothing wrong with disagreement, but simple disagreement will not be sufficient in
this class and shouldn’t be sufficient really anywhere else. Having an opinion is fine, but sharing and
arguing one necessitates that you support it with reasons that can persuade a critical audience. And
I’d argue that you should never be merely satisfied yourself with conclusions that you cannot defend
to others.

How you conduct yourself in this class, including your attendance, tardiness, and behavior in
class will all factor into this portion of your grade. Your mere presence in the classroom does not
automatically qualify you to be marked present. You must come prepared with that day's assignment
to be considered present. Unruly or unprofessional behavior may result in your being asked to leave
and marked absent.
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CANVAS SUBMISSIONS & THE FEEDBACK STUDIO

Most of your major assignments will need to be submitted to Canvas via the Online
Assignment in PDF format. You won’t receive credit for your assignment until you submit it in the
proper location and format. I will be evaluating your papers using the Grademark function in
Turnitin. Papers will be evaluated in terms of their adherence to the specified assignment, utilization
of accepted academic style, tone, and analytic processes, as well as inspiration and creativity. Points
will also be taken off for spelling and grammatical issues, so if you know these are difficulties, I
recommend that you focus extra energy in this area. In particular, give yourself time and distance
from your work so you can better spot these problems on your own.

ADDRESSING SEXUAL MISCONDUCT

Title IX makes it clear that violence and harassment based on sex and gender (which
includes sexual orientation and gender identity/expression) is a Civil Rights offense subject to the
same kinds of accountability and the same kinds of support applied to offenses against other
protected categories such as race, national origin, color, religion, age, status as a person with a
disability, veteran’s status or genetic information. If you or someone you know has been harassed or
assaulted, you are encouraged to report it to the Title IX Coordinator in the Office of Equal
Opportunity and Affirmative Action, 135 Park Building, 801-581-8365, or the Office of the Dean of
Students, 270 Union Building, 801-581-7066. For support and confidential consultation, contact the
Center for Student Wellness, 426 SSB, 801-581-7776. To report to the police, contact the
Department of Public Safety, 801-585-2677(COPS).

ADA

The University of Utah secks to provide equal access to its programs, services and activities for
people with disabilities. If you will need accommodations in the class, reasonable prior notice needs
to be given to the Center for Disability Services, 162 Olpin Union Building, 581-5020 (V/TDD).
CDS will work with you and the instructor to make arrangements for accommodations. All written
information in this course can be made available in alternative format with prior notification to the
Center for Disability Services.

ACCOMMODATION POLICY
No content accommodations will be made for this course. It is the student’s obligation
to determine, before the last day to drop courses without penalty, if the requirements of this
course conflict with the student's sincerely-held core beliefs. If there is such a conflict, the
student should consider dropping the class. You can view the Administration Policy and Procedures
here: http://tinyutl.com/jmc3i9h
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COURSE SCHEDULE

The following schedule is subject to change: please be sure to pay attention in class for
announcements of additions, deletions, or substitutions

Date Readings/Discussion Assignments Due
Mon The Roman Pinnacle and

8/21 the Growth of Christianity

Wed Gospel of Mark Response
8/23 Gospel of John

Mon Gospels of Thomas

8/28 The Passion of St. Perpetua and Felicity

Wed Confessions & City of God, St. Augustine

8/30 (selections)

Mon LABOR DAY—No Class Online Discussion
9/4

Wed Consolation of Philosophy, Boethius

9/6

Mon The Qn’ran (selections)

9/11 & the Growth of Islam

Wed Beownlf Response
9/13

Mon Beowulf

9/18

Wed Song of Roland

9/20

Mon Song of Roland

9/25
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Date Readings/Discussion Assignments Due
Wed Gawain and Green Knight Response
9/27
Mon 1007 Nights
10/2 Avicenna
Wed Al-Ghazali Annotated EPIC
10/4 Averroes Due Fri. 10/7
10/9— FALL BREAK NO CLASS
10/11
Mon Summa Contra Gentiles (Ch. 1-9, Q83) Response
10/16 Aquinas
Wed The Divine Comedy (Inferno), Dante
10/18
Mon The Divine Comedy (Inferno), Dante Online Discussion
10/23
Wed The Divine Comedy (Inferno), Dante Another Level of Inferno
10/25 Due Sat. 10/28
Mon The Decameron, (selections), Boccaccio
10/30
Wed The Canterbury Tales, (selections), Chaucer
11/1
Mon The Book of the City of Ladies, de Pizan
11/6
Wed The Prince, Machiavelli Annotated Frame Story
11/8 Due Sat. 11/11
Mon Utopia, More
11/13
Wed Utopia, More War between Utopia and The Prince’s
11/15 Kingdom
Due Fri. 11/17
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Mon The Freedom of the Will, Erasmus Response

11/20 The Bondage of the Will, Luther

Wed Novum Organum, (selections), Bacon

11/22

Mon Don Quixote (selections), Cervantes Response

11/27

Wed Don Quixote (selections), Cervantes

11/29

Mon UMFA

12/4

Wed. Rare Book Presentation MEET IN MARRIOTT LIBRARY
12/6 (Special Collections Lobby, Level 4)
Sun Final Analysis Due

12/11
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