
 
FCS 5250 (online) - Theories of Human Development (Fall 2023)

 
                 BRIEF COURSE DESCRIPTION

 
 
            FCS 5250 will explore theories that are relevant for thought and 
research on human development. Readings will come from one textbook 
(Theories of Human Development by Newman & Newman, available in 
the bookstore), as well as additional chapters/articles I will make 
available for download via Canvas. 

This course was designed as a fully online course. Course 
content will be delivered primarily through recorded video presentations 
that are organized by course week. Additional weekly content will be 
delivered via a “Key Concepts” pdf file that students can read on Canvas 
or download to their computers. 

This course will be discussion focused and prioritize active 
student participation, critical thinking, and the communication skills 
necessary for expressing ideas effectively. We will use Canvas for 
student discussion groups. Each week I will prepare a few discussion 
questions, and students will have some choice on what weeks to 
participate.

 There will be two multiple-choice exams during the semester 
and a written final exam. The multiple-choice exams will be drawn from 
my video presentations and the book material and will focus on 
concepts/ideas from the theories. The final exam will be cumulative and 
draw primarily from the weekly discussion questions (e.g., students will 
be asked to compare and contrast various theories on important 
dimensions of human development). Final grades will give equal 
weight to the two multiple-choice exams (25% per exam), the final 
exam (25%), and student participation in the discussion groups 
(25%). 

I enjoy teaching this course. Theories of human development 
guide developmental research, inform social policy, and learning about 
them can contribute to living a healthy and engaging life!


