
 

FCS 2180-Family, School, and Community 

Instructor: Jill Chesley-McGinnis 

jill.mcginnis@fcs.utah.edu 

Office Hours: by appointment  

*Email preferred to set up appointments and correspondence 

I am sure that the time you spend taking this class will produce outcomes that will stick 

with you for the rest of your life! 

Overview: The environment where children grow up includes their families, neighborhood, 

communities, schools, and more. While it is true that biology and genetics strongly influence 

child development, the child’s environment cannot be denied. In this class, we will study several 

features of the child’s environment (or context) and how they interact positively and negatively. 

Those features include the child’s family, school and community. 

This course will include weekly reading, writing, community interviews, podcasts, online 

discussions, and book journals to create our learning environment.  

Required Text: 

50 Strategies for Communicating and Working with Diverse Families By Janet Gonzalez-

Mena 

Nonviolent Communication: A Language of Life By Marshall Rosenburg 
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