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      FCS 3215-090 

   Development in Infancy and Childhood 

      Fall 2023  
 

 
Class Meeting:    Online, asynchronous 
  
Instructor:   Dr. Marissa Diener 
Email:  preferred mode of contact is IM through Canvas 
Phone Number:   801-581-8750 
Office Hours: by appt. – phone, Skype or chat; please IM through Canvas to set up a time 

– I’d love to meet you electronically or in person! 
Office Location:  AEB 218 
 
Teaching Assistant:  Amelia Herder   
Email:    Canvas Message 
Office Hours:   by appointment  
 
Course Description 

The primary goal of this course is to introduce students to the field of developmental science from 

conception through childhood age 8 years approximately.  This course emphasizes typical physical, 

cognitive, motor, social and emotional development and the interrelations among these aspects of 

development.  We will examine development in various contexts (e.g. family, culture, school, community).  

This course will encourage you to critically examine both your personal experiences and the empirical 

literature on child development.  This course will also encourage you to apply the information you learn to 

real life situations with children.   

        

 
Note: This syllabus is meant to serve as an outline and guide for our course. Please note that we may modify it with 
reasonable notice to you.  Any changes will be posted on Canvas under Announcements.  



Course Outcomes  
By the end of this course, students will be able to:  
 •  describe the typical social, emotional, cognitive and motor development and identify developmental tasks 
 •  outline the various influences on development, such as biological and sociocultural factors and how they 
interact to influence development  
 •  apply concepts to real world examples 

 
Teaching and Learning Methods 
This course will involve a variety of teaching and learning methods, including lectures, small group discussions, quizzes, 
and interactive social media.   I will encourage students to apply what they learn to their own experiences, to other 
students’ families and experiences, and to infants and children portrayed in books and media.  In this course, we will draw 
from a variety of disciplines, but most heavily from a social science perspective (e.g., psychology, human development, 
sociology).   

 
Required Course Materials  

1.  Textbook (Required):  Berk, L. (2013). Child development. 9th ed. Boston: Pearson. ISBN 10:0-205-14976-6 or ISBN 

13: 978-0-205-14976-6 

 

2. Other Readings (Required): Occasionally, additional readings are required and will be available through Reserve from 

the Mariott Library on Canvas during the week they are assigned.  Refer to the weekly module. 

 

 

 
Course Grades & Grading Policies 
According to the allocation of points assigned to each required assignment (see next pages, % in red), a weighted average 
of all grades will be calculated to determine your semester course letter grade.  Letter grades will then be awarded based 
on the following percentages:   
  

A   (100-94 %)               A-  (90-93 %) 
B +   (89-87%)              B   (86-84 %)                 B -   (80-83 %) 
C +   (79-77 %)             C   (76-74 %)                 C -   (70-73 %) 
D +   (69-67%)             D   (66-64%)                 D -   (60-63 %) 
E    (< 60 %)        

Due Dates: 
 Assignments are generally due on Mondays at 11:59PM Mountain Time.  For discussions, 
initial posts are due on Fridays, and then replies to other students are due the Monday following.  
Please note that it is difficult to get technical help on Monday evenings after business hours – plan 
accordingly and don’t expect tech help late in the evening.  Also note that if you reside in a different 
time zone, you need to pay attention to Mountain Time zone for your due dates! 
 
A word on academic integrity: 
 
 
Assignments           

1. Lectures and Videos.  This course will provide you with narrated powerpoint slides.  These lessons are similar to being 

in the classroom – I use the slides to provide an outline, and I discuss more detail and examples through the audio 

portion of the slides.  These “lectures” are provided each week.  You’ll need to have audio (speaker or headphones) to 

hear them.  I also provide the powerpoint slides so that you may take additional notes on them – as you would in a face-

to-face class.  Since I ask you to apply the concepts to real life examples on the exams, I encourage you to write down 

the examples I provide. 

2. Discussions and Reflections (25% of grade) - It is expected that you participate in video and written 
discussions.  We will learn from one another.  Thus, if you have not completed the readings, listened to the 
lectures, or viewed the videos, you will be unable to participate. I expect that you will have thought about the 
meaning of the readings, how they integrate with one another, and how they apply to the material from your 
other courses before you participate in the discussions (or take the quizzes).  That will enable you to make a 
meaningful contribution to class discussions.   Please be respectful in your verbal and nonverbal communication.  
Although you do not need to agree with your classmates, you do need to show them respect. 
Initial Discussion posts are due on Fridays and two replies are due on Mondays. 



3. Quizzes (25% of grade).  There will be 11 quizzes.  You may drop one quiz score – thus, I will take your 10 

highest quiz scores.  Quizzes are good opportunities to test your understanding of the material before the exams and to 

get used to the types of multiple choice questions I write.  Quizzes are due on Mondays at 11:59PM at the end of the 

week for which they are assigned.  Quizzes are open book, open note, but should be completed individually without 

input from others.  You may not collaborate with other students on quizzes, or discuss quizzes with other students 
until after the quiz due date. You are welcome to refer to your textbook or notes while completing quizzes. 
However, you will need to have completed your reading, the lectures, and other preparation prior to accessing the 
quiz, as the allotted time will pass too quickly to allow you time to search for answers. 

4. Social Media Application Assignment (10%) - The goal of this assignment is to apply the course concepts to 
current events and connect issues we discuss in class with other ideas, events and news.  You need to complete 4 
of these discussions; you have 7 options – the choice is yours which 4 you complete.   

5. Exams.  Two exams covering readings, lectures, discussions, and films.  Format will include multiple choice, short 
answer and essay questions.  These exams are timed so it is a good idea to prepare for them in advance.  You will 
not have time to look up all of the answers during the exam.   
 Exam 1.  Covers modules 1-6.   20% of grade. 
 Final Exam. Covers modules 8-15.  20% of grade. 


