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GNDR 6500: Debates in Gender Studies 

Relationality as praxis

This course brings together the work of Decolonial, Black, Caribbean, and 
Indigenous feminist scholars, activists/advocates, and artists to examine concepts 

and practices of relationality. Over the course of the semester, we will examine 
human and nonhuman or other than human kinships and connectedness across 
time and space and the ways in which histories of colonialism, and extractivism

have resulted in our isolation and estrangement. The course is divided into three 
sections. In the first section we will examine theoretically expansive definitions of 

and engagements with relationality as embodied, spiritual, affective, temporal, 
spatial, particular, and imaginary. In this section we will look at the ways in which 
we are currently (dis)connected or outside of good relations, and the varying and 
negative impacts on our ecologies. In the second section we will interrogate the 
work of activists and artists who advocate for justice through relationality as a 

living practice or praxis. Finally, in section three we will examine the possibilities a 
praxis of relationality holds out for more just futures and for aliveness.
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