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Greek 1010-001, Fall 2024
Beginning Classical & New Testament Greek I

John Wynne
AEB 340 · MTuWTh 9:40-10:30am

My office: LNCO 1321 ·  my mailbox: inside LNCO 1400 · john.wynne@utah.edu
my office hours: Mon 11am–1pm or by appointment. 

※
Pre-requisites: none.
Course catalog description: Introductory course in ancient Greek for development of reading 
skill.
Credit hours: 4

Required book:

Michael Boler, Introduction to Classical and New Testament Greek: A Unified Approach, 
Washington, DC : CUA Press, 2020. ISBN: 9781949822021

You will need your own paper copy. But note that the Library has an electronic access.

Class objectives:

By the end of the semester, you should be able to:

 read and produce with fluency the script in which ancient Greek is written;
 be able to add something more to your understanding of any ancient Greek text than 

you would gain from reading a translation alone, especially with the use of a 
dictionary;

 have mastered half of the comprehensive introduction to ancient Greek represented in 
Boler’s Introduction, specifically all the material through chapter 20, which among 
much else includes:

o the formation of all nouns,
o about 260 items of vocabulary,
o substantial progress in ancient Greek syntax,
o substantial progress in regular ancient Greek verbs and the verb ‘to be’,
o facility in translating short sentences that use only the material in these 

chapters, and some passages adapted from ancient texts, and
o an introductory understanding of the place the ancient Greek language in 

cultural history.

https://utah-primoprod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/1g0gstr/TN_cdi_proquest_ebookcentral_EBC6032034
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Note that by the end of the year, after Greek 1020, you will have mastered all of Shelmerdine, 
and you will be able to read ancient Greek texts on your own with the use of a dictionary. You 
will be ready for Greek 2010.
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Assessment:

 Midterm exam (25% of the overall grade): 50 minutes in class on the first day after Fall 
Break. Vocabulary and grammar questions, followed by sentences for you to translate, 
testing your grasp of chapters 1–10 in Boler.

 Final exam (45%): This will test your grasp of all of chapters 1–20 in Boler. There will 
again be vocabulary, grammar, and translation exercises. Two hours.

 Eleven of twelve weekly quizzes, dropping your lowest score (total 20%): In class, 
mostly Mondays (see schedule), assuming everything we have learned up to the quiz, 
but concentrating on the material in the chapter we have most recently completed.

 Participation in class (5%): participating well in prepared and unprepared exercises in 
class, and asking good questions.

 Homework exercises (total 5%): homework of various kinds I will ask you turn in from
time to time. You may always make up homework if you miss a class.

Extra credit

I may sometimes offer extra credit as an incentive to complete an optional task. I will not offer 
extra credit merely for the purpose of improving your final grade.

Class rule

No use of computers, telephones, tablets, e-readers, or any other electronic device in class, 
except to help with a presentation to the whole class.

Attendance, missed quizzes and exams

Attendance is very important. You may be absent twice without a good prior excuse. After 
that, each such absence will lower your overall semester grade by a grade point (e.g. an A will 
become an A–, an A– will become a B+, etc.).

A good prior excuse must be:

1. good: you must be ready to document (e.g. doctor’s note, invitation) that you have an 
unavoidable and immovable commitment that I agree is important enough to merit 
missing a meeting of a college class or quiz or (a much higher bar) a college exam, and
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2. prior: you must tell me about your planned absence before the meeting you will miss 
has begun, preferably by e-mail.

I will not allow you to make up a quiz or exam unless you have given me a good prior excuse. 

I will grant exceptions to these rules only in case of severe, unpredictable, and well-documented 
emergencies, e.g. sudden hospitalization.
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Communication (see contact info at the top of the syllabus).

I will make announcements about matters important for your participation in the class both 
in class and on the class Canvas site. It is your responsibility to check the Canvas site 
reasonably frequently, e.g. once when preparing for each class meeting.

The best way for you to contact me remotely is by e-mail. I check my e-mail at least once a 
day during the semester. I will also make important announcements to you all over e-mail, and 
if I want to contact you individually, I will do that by e-mail. Please check your e-mail 
accordingly.

I encourage you to come to office hours. If you have a specific question, the best way to 
approach an office hours visit is to e-mail your question ahead of time, so that I can think 
about it. But if you forget to write, or if you don’t have a specific question but would like to 
stop by and chat, you should come anyhow. I am serious about the ‘or by appointment’ 
option: if you can’t make my scheduled hours, ask me and we’ll fix another time.

If at some point you are worried or stressed about how your Greek is going—then you are a 
normal student! Please get in touch and we can come up with some strategies to help. 

Schedule (refer to table on next page)

We give two, three, or four days to each chapter. On the first day, I introduce the chapter.
On the other day(s), we review and practice what the chapter teaches, using Boler’s sentences 
and exercises, and any other materials I bring along.

Most weeks begin with a quiz through the chapter that we most recently finished.

After each half of the semester, we have a big exam to test your cumulative grasp of all the 
material.

Please note that this schedule is approximate, and I will almost certainly change the 
details as we go in order to improve the class. If so, I will always give you sufficient notice, 
so that you can study as required. (The days marked REVIEW are included so that we can 
review before your exams, and also to give some flexibility in scheduling.)

I will frequently introduce some variety into this general scheme with brief talks on points 
of interest, texts to read from outside Boler, anything in the news from the world of classical or
Biblical Greek history, etc..
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Numbers in bold refer to chapters in Boler:
Wk. 
(Beginning)

Mon Tue Wed Thu

1 (Aug 18) Introduce the alphabet 1: practice
Syllabus

1: practice
History of the alphabet

Introduce 2
What is Greek?

2 (Aug 25) Introduce 2
Alphabet quiz

2: review & exercises Introduce 3 3: review & exercises

3 (Sep 1) Labor Day 3: review & exercises
Quiz through 2

Introduce 4 4: review & exercises

4 (Sep 8) 4: review & exercises
Quiz through 3

Introduce 5 5: review & exercises Introduce 6

5 (Sep 15) 6: review & exercises
Quiz through 5

Introduce 7 7: review & exercises Introduce 8

6 (Sep 22) 8: review & exercises
Quiz through 7

8: review & exercises Introduce 9 9: review & exercises

7 (Sep 29) Introduce 10
Quiz through 9

10: review & exercises 10: review & exercises
REVIEW

8 (Oct 6) Fall Break

9 (Oct 13) Midterm exam on 
material thru ch. 10

Introduce 11 11: review & exercises 11: review & exercises

10 (Oct 20) Introduce 12 12: review & exercises 12: review & exercises Introduce 13

11 (Oct 27) 13: review & exercises
Quiz through 12

Introduce 14 14: review & exercises 14: review & exercises

12 (Nov 3) Introduce 15
Quiz through 14

15: review & exercises Introduce 16 16: review & exercises

13 (Nov 10) 16: review & exercises
Quiz through 15

Introduce 17 17: review & exercises 17: review & exercises

14 (Nov 17) Introduce 18
Quiz through 17

18: review & exercises 18: review & exercises Introduce 19

15 (Nov 24) 19: review & exercises
Quiz through 18

19: review & exercises Field trip!
UMFA Thanksgiving Break

16 (Dec 1) Introduce 20
Quiz through 19

20: review & exercises
REVIEW REVIEW

17 (Dec 8) Exam Period
Final exam on chapters 1–20: 8:00am–10:00am, Thu Dec 12th, in our normal room (AEB 340).
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Some student and instructor responsibilities.

1. Each us must prepare diligently for each class meeting, quiz, or exam.

2. If you have prepared diligently, there is no shame in forgetting words or grammar, 
finding a sentence hard, and the like. Forgetting and relearning vocabulary and 
grammar is a natural part of studying a language, especially a mostly written language 
like ancient Greek. It never stops—I still do it, elderly professors still do it. 

3. Therefore, in class, I’d like to encourage a collaborative atmosphere. If you have 
puzzled about something but haven’t been able to figure it out, say so. We’ll work it 
out together. It’s not a competition!

4. For this class, please feel free to work together as much as you like in preparing for class 
or review materials. Working together almost always makes language learning more 
effective, since it makes your work more fun and memorable. Still, you should be 
careful to uphold your Academic Conduct duties: if you have worked together with 
somebody else on some assignment, say so, and your duty is done.

5. If you feel you are falling behind in the class, I would urge you get in touch with me as 
quickly as possible. In a class that meets so often and is constantly covering new 
material, it is easy for small problems to snowball and for you to feel overwhelmed. 
Don't let it happen—I am always happy to help! I am not going to change my grading 
policies, but I will be ready to go over material, to make myself available in office 
hourse, to help you strategize about studying, etc..

University and General Classroom policies

Student Code section V.A: Standards of Academic Conduct: In order to ensure that the 
highest standards of academic conduct are promoted and supported at the University, students
must adhere to generally accepted standards of academic honesty, including but not limited to 
refraining from cheating, plagiarizing, research misconduct misrepresenting one's work, 
and/or inappropriately collaborating. 

Refer to the student Code for more details:
https://regulations.utah.edu/academics/6-400.php

The Americans with Disabilities Act. The University of Utah seeks to provide equal access 
to its programs, services, and activities for people with disabilities. If you will need 
accommodations in this class, reasonable prior notice needs to be given to the Center for 
Disability Services, 162 Olpin Union Building, 801-581-5020. CDS will work with you and 

https://regulations.utah.edu/academics/6-400.php
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the instructor to make arrangements for accommodations. All written information in this 
course can be made available in an alternative format with prior notification to the Center for 
Disability Services.

For this class, you can assume that I will grant any accommodations that CDS recommends to 
me, including those that require exceptions to the rules on this syllabus. If we need to 
communicate to set up these accommodations, for example about scheduling or setting up 
equipment, then it is your responsibility to get in touch with me.

Addressing Sexual Misconduct. Title IX makes it clear that violence and harassment based 
on sex and gender (which Includes sexual orientation and gender identity/expression) is a civil 
rights offense subject to the same kinds of accountability and the same kinds of support 
applied to offenses against other protected categories such as race, national origin, color, 
religion, age, status as a person with a disability, veteran’s status or genetic information. If you 
or someone you know has been harassed or assaulted, you are encouraged to report it to the 
Title IX Coordinator in the Office of Equal Opportunity and Affirmative Action, 135 Park 
Building, 801-581-8365, or the Office of the Dean of Students, 270 Union Building, 801-581-
7066. For support and confidential consultation, contact the Center for Student Wellness, 426
SSB, 801-581-7776. To report to the police, contact the Department of Public Safety, 801-
585-2677(COPS).

If you are an English language learner, please be aware of several resources on campus 
that will support you with your language and writing development. These resources 
include: the Writing Center (http://writingcenter.utah.edu/); the Writing Program 
(http://writing-program.utah.edu/); the English Language Institute 
(http://continue.utah.edu/eli/). Please let me know if there is any 
additional support you would like to discuss for this class.

If you are a student veteran, the U of Utah has a Veterans Support Center located in Room 
161 in the Olpin Union Building. Hours: M-F 8-5pm. Please visit their website for more 
information about what support they offer, a list of ongoing events and links to outside 
resources: http://veteranscenter.utah.edu/. Please also let me know if you need any additional 
support in this class for any reason.

Personal concerns such as stress, anxiety, relationship difficulties, depression, cross-cultural 
differences, etc., can interfere with a student’s ability to succeed and thrive at the University of 
Utah. For helpful resources contact the Center for Student Wellness at 
www.wellness.utah.edu or 801-581-7776.

I will address or refer to you however is courteous. Let me know!

http://www.wellness.utah.edu/
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