
Justice & International Affairs 
PHIL 3730-002 

Fall 2024 

 

 
 

This is a short version of the syllabus meant to give you a rough idea of what this                               

class will be like. There may be minor changes from this syllabus to the final one.  

If you have any questions about the class, just send me an email.  

 
Course Information: 

Instructor: Adam Smith (he/him/his) 

Email: adam.c.smith@utah.edu (contact me using Email or Canvas messaging) 

Days: Tuesdays & Thursdays 

Time: 12:25pm-1:45pm 

Location: Business Classroom (BU C), Room 305 

 

Office Hours:  

In-Person, Carolyn Tanner Irish Humanities Building (CTIHB), Room 405 

 Tu, Th – 1:45pm-2:45pm 

Or by Appointment, In-Person or via Zoom 

   

 

Course Description:  

This class will be on theories of global justice and how these theories are applied to specific issues. We will 

begin by covering some popular theories of justice, including libertarianism, justice as fairness, capability 

approach, and luck egalitarianism. Next, we will look at theories of global justice, including nationalism 

and cosmopolitanism, and notice how they build on and differ from standard theories of justice. We will 

then turn to specific issues on the global stage, including poverty, international aid, emergency and disaster 

management, and climate change. We will apply the theories covered in the first part of the class to help us 

analyze these issues.  

 

This class will be roughly half lecture and half open discussion. While philosophy deals in arguments, this 

will be a class based on collaboration and support. We will be discussing challenging material that many 

will have strong feelings about. We will work together to create a space where everyone feels comfortable 

participating in discussions. For more information on discussion norms, see classroom policies below.  

 

Objectives:  

• Learn about classic and recent issues in global justice  

• Develop critical thinking skills, such as constructing a logically sound argument.  

• Become familiar with major theories of justice and global justice.  

• Articulate and defend interpretations of global justice issues using a major theory of global 

justice.   

mailto:adam.c.smith@utah.edu


• Extract subtle points from complicated readings, and use these in the construction of your own 

arguments.  

 

Reading Materials:  

All readings will be made digitally available on Canvas. No need to purchase anything!  

 

Here are some great (and free!) resources for anything philosophy: 

 Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (SEP) – https://plato.stanford.edu/  

 Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy (IEP) - https://iep.utm.edu/  

 1,000-Word Philosophy - https://1000wordphilosophy.com/   

Wireless Philosophy (WiPhi) - https://www.youtube.com/@WirelessPhilosophy  

 

Grading: 

Grades will be based on the following criteria:  

1. Reading responses (four 1-page, single-spaced, 12 pt. font): 24%  

2. Presentation (4-5 minutes): 10%  

3. Midterm Exam (1 or 2 essay questions): 14% 

4. Final Research Paper Outline (1-page, single-spaced, 12 pt. font): 10%  

5. Final Research Paper (8-pages, double-spaced, 12 pt. font) paper: 40%  

 

Grade scale:  

A+ = 100-97 C+ =  79-77 

A = 96-93 C = 76-73 

A- = 92-90 C- = 72-70 

B+ = 89-87 D+ = 69-67 

B = 86-83 D = 66-63 

B- = 82-80 D- = 62-60 

  F = 59-0 

 

Assignments 

Reading Responses:  

There will be 8 chances to do a reading response throughout the semester; you only need to do 4. Each 

reading response will be about a specific reading and must be uploaded to CANVAS before that reading is 

discussed in class. For example, if we are discussing a reading on a Wednesday, the reading response must 

be submitted before class starts on that Wednesday. Each reading response should be 1 page, single-spaced, 

and 12 pt. font. Roughly, the first half of the response should be a brief summary of the reading. The second 

half of the response should be some sort of critical engagement with the argument made in the reading: 

offer further support, state an objection, defend it from a possible objection, point out something that is 

missing from the discussion and why it’s important, apply the material to an example, etc.  

 

Presentation: 

This presentation will be a very short, 4-5 minute presentation based on something from the news. You will 

take a topic – any topic, so long as it is on an international issue – from the news and apply something from 

class to that topic.  

 

Midterm Exam:  

This exam will cover the first 5 weeks of class. There will be several essay questions to choose from. You 

will pick one or two to answer.  

 

Final Research Paper Outline: 

https://plato.stanford.edu/
https://iep.utm.edu/
https://1000wordphilosophy.com/
https://www.youtube.com/@WirelessPhilosophy


A 1-page, single-spaced, 12 pt. font outline of your final research paper will be due a few weeks before the 

end of the semester. This must include a full outline of all the parts and major arguments of your paper. We 

will have a day in class to workshop these outlines.  

 

Final Research Paper: 

An 8-page, double-spaced, 12 pt. font research paper will be due at the end of the semester. You will need 

at least 6 sources, and one of your sources must be something from class. I will provide a list of possible 

topics, and you are also free to pick something not on the list. If you want to do something not on the list, 

you must discuss your paper idea with me before you start working on it. In your paper you will argue for 

a thesis. This can be done in many ways, and I will spend a day of class talking about how to write a good 

philosophy paper.  

 

Class Policies 

Dates/Deadlines & Extensions: All assignments should be completed on time. For each day that an 

assignment is late, 5% will be taken off with a maximum penalty of 50%. If, due to an unexpected 

extenuating circumstance – illness, family emergency, etc. – you are unable to complete an assignment, 

contact me as soon as possible and we will work something out. You will not be penalized in these cases. 

If you think you will be unable to complete an assignment on time, get in contact with me BEFORE the 

assignment is due so that we can discuss your particular circumstance. I will very likely give you an 

extension of some sort.   

 

Classroom Civility Statement: We will be discussing some controversial topics in the class. I will ensure 

that we all work together to create and maintain a safe and constructive classroom environment. Philosophy 

deals in arguments but think of this class more as a collaborative discussion where we all share our ideas to 

help us get closer to the truth. We benefit by hearing from people with different viewpoints, but I will not 

tolerate hateful or discriminatory views of any kind. So, be critical but also be constructive and kind. Here 

are some things to keep in mind: 

• Object to arguments, not people. 

• Try to state all objections as constructively as possible.  

• Don’t worry about being right or winning an argument. That does not matter. What matters is 

developing philosophical skills and understanding the material.  

• You can say things and then later change your mind.  

• You can argue for things you don’t believe for the sake of argument.  

• Do not monopolize the discussion. Follow the “me then three” rule, where you speak and then 

allow three (or at least 2) other people to speak before raising your hand again.  

• If you think someone in class (including me!) has said something that crosses a line, feel free to 

say something, but do so respectfully. You can also tell me after class or through an email.  

 

Cheating/Plagiarism: Anyone caught cheating during an assignment will have the test confiscated, a zero 

will be given to the work, and the student's action will be reported to the Dean. Students are responsible for 

knowing and understanding the University's Code of Conduct as it pertains to plagiarism: 

http://www.admin.utah.edu/ppmanual/8/8-10.html. In short, when you draw upon any source (class notes, 

an article, a website, a textbook, etc.), you must cite that source whether you are quoting from it directly or 

only paraphrasing it. The basic idea here is that you can draw on someone else's idea(s), but you cannot 

spin someone else's idea(s) as your own. Any assignment with evidence of plagiarism will be assigned a 

zero, and the student's action will be reported to the Dean. 

 

AI / Chat-GPT Policy: No use of any sort of artificial intelligence (AI) writing program, such as Chat-GPT, 

is allowed to be used as part of any of your assignments. If you submit an assignment that contains AI-

written work, that will be treated as cheating and dealt with accordingly.  

http://www.admin.utah.edu/ppmanual/8/8-10.html

