LING 5981:
Multilingual Phonetics & Phonology
Spring 2024

Turs. & THURS. 9:10-10:30AM
LNCO 2945

Instructor: Shannon Barrios
Office: LNCO 2313
Email: s.barrios@utah.edu

Office Hours: By appointment

Course Description

This course will survey scholarship in the areas of phonetics and phonology focusing on our understanding
of phonetic and phonological representations and processing by multilinguals. Throughout the course we will
read reports of empirical studies and learn about important theoretical models, issues, and key findings, and
gain hands-on experience with experimental techniques used to better our understanding of the phonetic and
phonological systems of multilingual language users.

This is a small course, and we will take full advantage of it. Classes will alternate between lecture format
and student-led discussion. Lectures will introduce background information and methodologies, and provide
topic overviews. Discussion classes will be focused on particular experimental papers and will often be lead
by students. Each student will be responsible for presenting and leading the discussion of ONE experimental
paper during the course of the semester, but all students are expected to contribute to class discussions each
class meeting.

Please note that knowledge of introductory-level linguistics (LING1200 or equivalent), as well as an intro-
ductory course in phonetics/phonology (LING4010 or equivalent) is assumed.

Learning Objectives:

This course has three main objectives:

1. To introduce students to key issues, findings, and theories in the area of mulitilingual phonetics and
phonology via hands-on experiences and engagement with the primary literature

2. To develop students’ ability to critically evaluate, present, and discuss research articles

3. To develop students’ ability to conduct independent scholarship in multilingual phonetics and phonology

By the end of this course, students will be able to:

Identify central issues and findings in the domain of multilingual phonetics and phonology

Conduct small-scale laboratory investigations of phonetics and phonological phenomena

Critically evaluate articles reporting experimental research on phonetics and phonology

Present primary research articles and lead group discussion

Perform independent research in multilingual phonetics/phonology, write a paper reporting this research,
and give a presentation of the research
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Course webpage

The course web page is on Canvas at: https://utah.instructure.com/courses/984554. Schedule updates,
announcements, course readings, assignments, lecture slides, resources and grades will be posted here. Please
check the site regularly and be sure that you are set up to receive all class emails and notifications
in a timely manner.

Course materials

Readings consist of a combination of journal articles and book chapters, which will be distributed electronically
via the course website.

Evaluation

Your final grade in this course will be based on the following components:

Preparation Exercises [Thought Questions (ThQs) & Summaries & Critiques (S&C)] 25%

Lab Assignments [4 total] 50%
In-class Presentations [2 total] 20%
Experiment Participation [1 required; 1 extra credit] 5%
Total 100%

Preparation Exercises (25%)

You will have regular preparation exercises (a mix of thought questions [ThQs| and summaries & critiques [S&C])
to help guide your reading and ensure that you come prepared to actively engage in each class discussion. These
assignments will be made available on the Assignments section of the Canvas website. Preparation exercises
should typed and submitted in PDF format via Canvas before class on the day they are due. It will also be
useful to bring a copy of the assignment to class with you. Preparation exercises will receive a grade of 2, 1, or 0
points. A grade of 2 = complete and thoughtful, 1=thoughtful, but incomplete or complete, but not sufficiently
thoughtful, 0=missing. Late preparation exercises will not be accepted and will receive a grade of 0. However,
your lowest two preparation exercise grades will be dropped.

Lab assignments (50%)

There will be a series of FOUR lab assignments throughout the course which are intended to provide hands-on
experience in designing and running experiments, analyzing data, and interpreting and reporting the results
orally and in writing. You are strongly encouraged to work collaboratively with your classmates on your Lab
Assignments. Discussing class material with classmates will help you better your understanding of the material
and your ability to communicate about it. Late lab assignments will receive a 10% penalty in grade and will
not be accepted more than 1 week after its original due date unless prior arrangements have been made with
the instructor.

In-class paper presentations (20%)

Students will be responsible for leading the discussion of ONE article during the course of the semester. The
schedule for paper presentations will be determined during the second week of class. Guidelines for these
presentations will also be provided. Students are expected to meet with the instructor to discuss
the paper at least two days BEFORE presenting it in class. Please be sure to contact me to set up a
meeting with adequate time.

Students will also present their Final Project Proposals (Lab.4) during one of the two final class periods.
Guidelines for these presentations will be provided. A PDF of any slides or handouts used for the discussion
should be submitted via Canvas by 9:00am on the day of the presentation.
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Experiment Participation (5%)

You are required to earn ONE participation credit for participation in Linguistics studies this semester. After
you participate, you will write a 1 page (typed double-spaced) description of one of the studies which you
participated in, detailing: [a] What you were asked to do, and [b] How you think it relates to topics we are
covering in class. This report is officially due on the last day of class, but may be turned in on Canvas as soon
as it is complete. You are strongly encouraged to sign up early, rather than wait to the end of
the semester to participate. For more information and to sign up, please visit: http://speechlab.utah.
edu/participate.php. If for any reason you are not comfortable participating in Linguistics studies for credit
in this course, an alternative assignment will be made available. Arrangements for alternative assignments
must be made before the current semester’s add/drop deadline. Please create a SONA account and then
email speechlab@utah.edu.

Extra Credit

It is possible for you to earn 1 extra credit for this course by either, [a] participating in an additional experimental
study (be sure to assign the associated SONA credit to the course), or [b] by attending a colloquium or
other related Linguistics event. To document your participation, you should submit the name/title of the
experiment /study/talk/event you participated in and the date that it took place. Note that your extra credit
(1 point) will be added to your final grade displayed in Canvas prior to submitting grades for the course.

Student Rights, Responsibilities, & Resources:

Attendance, Preparation & Participation

This course—with its emphasis on class discussion and exercises—requires that you attend class regularly. Please
complete the assigned readings and assignments listed on the schedule and provided on Canvas before the class
period in which they will be discussed. Due to the design of the assessments in this course, failure to come
prepared to actively participate in in-class discussions and activities will result in a lower grade. Please be sure
to arrive on time, silence and store your cellphones, and refrain from other distracting behaviors.

Communication

If you have any trouble with the course, if you have an emergency where you need to miss class (especially more
than one class), or if you are experiencing an illness or any other situation which is interfering with your ability
to participate fully in the course, make sure that you contact the instructor as soon as possible.

Office Hours

If you are struggling with the course or you would simply like to talk about the material covered in class more
in depth, please come talk to me during my office hours or email me to arrange a meeting at an alternative
time.

University Policies & Other Resources

The Americans with Disabilities Act

The University of Utah seeks to provide equal access to its programs, services, and activities for people with
disabilities. If you will need accommodations in this class, reasonable prior notice needs to be given to the
Center for Disability & Access, 162 Olpin Union Building, (801) 581-5020. CDS will work with you and the
instructor to make arrangements for accommodations. All written information in this course can be made
available in an alternative format with prior notification to the Center for Disability & Access. In compliance
with ADA requirements, some students may need to record course content. Any recordings of course content are
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for personal use only, should not be shared, and should not be made publicly available. In addition, recordings
should be destroyed at the conclusion of the course.

University Safety Statement

The University of Utah values the safety of all campus community members. To report suspicious activity or
to request a courtesy escort, call campus police at 801-585-COPS (801-585-2677). You will receive important
emergency alerts and safety messages regarding campus safety via text message. For more information regarding
safety and to view available training resources, including helpful videos, visit https://safeu.utah.edu

Addressing Sexual Misconduct

Title IX makes it clear that violence and harassment based on sex and gender (which includes sexual orientation
and gender identity /expression) is a civil rights offense subject to the same kinds of accountability and the
same kinds of support applied to offenses against other protected categories such as race, national origin, color,
religion, age, status as a person with a disability, veteran’s status or genetic information. If you or someone you
know has been harassed or assaulted, you are encouraged to report it to the Title IX Coordinator in the Office
of Equal Opportunity and Affirmative Action, 135 Park Building, 801-581-8365, or the Office of the Dean of
Students, 270 Union Building, 801-581-7066. For support and confidential consultation, contact the Center for
Student Wellness, 426 SSB, 801-581-7776. To report to the police, contact the Department of Public Safety,
801-585-2677(COPS).

Academic Misconduct Statement

It is expected that students adhere to University of Utah policies regarding academic honesty, including but
not limited to refraining from cheating, plagiarizing, misrepresenting one’s work, and/or inappropriately collab-
orating. This includes the use of generative artificial intelligence (AI) tools without citation, documentation,
or authorization. Students are expected to adhere to the prescribed professional and ethical standards of the
profession/discipline for which they are preparing. Any student who engages in academic dishonesty or who vio-
lates the professional and ethical standards for their profession/discipline may be subject to academic sanctions
as per the University of Utah’s Student Code.

Writing Help

This course requires a significant amount of expository writing. If we feel you need help further developing your
writing skills, you should contact the Writing Center (http://writingcenter.utah.edu/).

Supports for Students

Your success at the University of Utah is important to all of us here! If you feel like you need extra support
in academics, overcoming personal difficulties, or finding community, the U is here for you. Please refer to the
Student Support Services page for the U for updated information.

Basic Needs Student Support Statement

Success at The University of Utah includes learning about and using available resources. The Basic Needs Col-
lective (BNC) is a coordinated resource referral hub. They educate about and connect students to campus and
community resources to help them meet their basic needs. As a central location for resource referrals related to
food, housing, health insurance, managing finances, legal services, mental health, etc., any student experiencing
difficulty with basic needs is encouraged to contact them. Drop into their office located in the Union basement or
schedule with them online for an in-person or virtual visit through their webpage: https://basicneeds.utah.edu/.
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