
Purpose

The purpose of this course is to explore the formal study of argumentation and the role of argument 

in society. We will examine arguments in our daily lives, develop skills to understand and critically 

assess arguments, and learn to improve our ability to support our own positions on issues. We will 

look at written and oral arguments, with emphasis on arguments on and around digital platforms. 

To better explore contemporary argumentation we will engage with polarizing topics that require 

considering multiple perspectives that you may disagree with. Good argumentation seeks to find 

ways to accomplish meaningful change grounded in reason, evidence, and a willingness to consider 

other people's viewpoints. 

Intensive Information

This is a pre-semester, one-week intensive course. 

This means that you will complete online coursework prior to our in-person class meetings via 

Canvas. Canvas will become available to view on July 15th and the pre-intensive coursework will 

become available to complete beginning on July 22nd.

During the intensive week (August 12-16), we will meet each day, Monday-Friday in 

Gardner Commons (GC) 3860. Note that due to the intensive nature of the course (and 

Continuing Education requirements), no absences are permitted. If you must miss 

class, you should drop or withdraw from the course. If you are not willing or able to 

commit to the intensive nature of this section, please find a different course/section.

We will budget a one hour lunch break and periodic 15 minute breaks through the day. 
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Course Learning Objectives

By the end of the course, you will be able to:

•	 Understand basic principles of effective argumentation and critical thinking

•	 Apply these principles to produce reasonable arguments, both written and oral

•	 Critically evaluate public arguments as they occur in various social contexts

•	 Explain key arguments on multiple perspectives regarding an important public issue of their 

choosing

Student Learning Outcomes

•	 Students should demonstrate their abilities to think critically using written academic argument, 

analysis, critique, and evaluation

•	 Students should be able to analyze and interpret texts and case studies by applying the concepts, 

questions, and theoretical paradigms discussed in class and in the assigned readings.

•	 Students should be able to formulate illuminating and persuasive claims in their writing, 

projects, and exam responses. These ideas should reflect a solid internalization of the course 

materials.

•	 Students should be able to use textual evidence (via quotation, analysis, and documentation of 

pertinent passages) to ground their arguments and support their claims.

•	 Students should be able to express their ideas in clear, logical, organized, concise, and 

persuasive ways, in both written and oral forms.

Course Information



Value to Students

•	 Students who are not majoring in the humanities will benefit from this course by learning 

how to effectively construct and communicate evidence-based arguments.

•	 All students will learn to use critical reasoning to analyze contemporary social and legal 

issues from the perspectives of different stakeholders.

•	 During this course, all students will develop critical analysis by learning evidence-driven 

reasoning and then applying that reasoning to make and present arguments about 

contemporary social issues.

•	 All students will practice reading, writing, and presenting evidence-based, rhetorical 

arguments and evaluating the quality of how that evidence is presented.
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Pre-Requisite 
Requirements

This course has no 
formal pre-requisite 
requirements. You 
do not need to have 
taken any specific 

courses prior.

General Education Credit

You will receive one HF (Humanities 
Exploration) general education 

credit for successful completion of 
this course.

Course Information

This course aligns with the university General Education Learning 
Outcome (GELO): Collaborate Effectively, which means you will:

•	 Incorporate ideas from many diverse lived experiences.
•	 Develop effective teamwork behaviors and attitudes.
•	 Navigate conflict productively.



The following two textbooks are available 
through Inclusive Access and can be 
accessed through the Canvas Bookshelf 
navigation tab:

Lunsford, A. A. & Ruszkiewicz, J. 
	 J. (2022). Everything's an	

argument (9th edition). Bedford/
St. Martin's Press. ISBN: 978-
1319244484

McRaney, D. (2011). You are not so 
	 smart. Gotham Books. ISBN:
	 9781592407361

You are responsible for opting out of 
Inclusive Access. Insclusive Access 
texts will be available in the Canvas site 
Bookshelf tab.

All other materials (i.e., videos, 
images, audio, etc.) will be available 
on Canvas or used during our in-
person class meetings.

Additional InformationAdditional Information

Inclusive Access TextsInclusive Access Texts

This is a research-driven course. 
While not all arguments require 
research, quality academic arguments 
are grounded in evidence. The 
highest quality evidence is usually 
from primary sources (i.e., original 
studies, original theoretical analysis). 
Secondary sources (i.e., news analysis, 
opinion editorials, etc.) are not as 
strong as primary sources. Tertiary 
sources (i.e., textbooks, Wikipedia, 
etc.) should generally not be used for 
sources of evidence, since they usually 
contain summaries or condensed 
interpretations of primary and/or 
secondary texts. Tertiary sources can 
be valuable for identifying secondary 
and primary sources by looking at the 
reference entries in the tertiary source.

You will use the university library for 
researching during our intensive week.

I recommend also becoming familiar 
with Google Scholar.

I also recommend activating your 
(free) student subscription to the New 
York Times. 

Required Course Required Course 
MaterialsMaterials

Research & SourcesResearch & Sources
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https://lib.utah.edu
https://scholar.google.com
https://campusguides.lib.utah.edu/c.php?g=1086478
https://campusguides.lib.utah.edu/c.php?g=1086478
https://campusguides.lib.utah.edu/c.php?g=1086478


Please contact me via Canvas Inbox (preferred) or at jeremy.freed@utah.edu. 

Please do NOT call my cell phone or send text messages.

It is a FERPA violation for me to discuss your coursework or grades via outside 

electronic communication (e.g., Gmail). I will only respond to communication from 

your Umail or Canvas Inbox

Office Location: LNCO 2960

Office Hours: By appointment

To request an appointment outside of office hours, send an email where you propose 

at least three specific date/time options. 

Instructor Name: Jeremy FreedInstructor Name: Jeremy Freed

Instructor InformationInstructor Information
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We will use three different modalities to achieve the course objectives: Asynchronous 
Pre-Intensive work to be completed prior to the start of the class; In-Person coursework 

during the intensive weeklong session; Post-Intensive work due no longer than two weeks 
after the end of the conclusion of the weeklong session. The course includes pre- and 

post-intensive work because you are receiving the equivalent of 135 hours of university 
education (a standard 3-credit hour university courseload during a semester) condensed 

into a week (and we still want everyone to be able to sleep).

Pre- and post-work is not optional. Failure to complete any of the online 
assignments or failing to attend the in-person meetings will result in a failing 

(E) grade for the course.

Pre-Course Work consists of three evaluations:

Pre-Intensive Evaluation Corresponding Learning Outcome
Learning Self-Assessment (argumentation) "think critically using written academic argu-

ment"
Toulmin Diagram (analysis) "analyze and interpret texts and case studies"
Toulmin Diagram (writing) "think critically using written academic argu-

ment"

In-Person Work consists of two evaluations:

In-Person - Evaluation Corresponding Learning Outcome
Group Argument (Affirmative, Negative, Com-
promisem & Peer Review)

"formulate illuminating and persuasive claims"
"use textual evidence to ground their arguments 
and support their claims"

Group Argument - Mock Debate "express ideas in clear, logical, organized, con-
cise, and persuasive ways"

Post-Intensive Work consists of one evaluation:

Post-Intensive Evaluation Corresponding Learning Outcome
Defend Your Grade "formulate illuminating and persuasive claims"

"use textual evidence to ground their arguments 
and support their claims"
"express ideas in clear, logical, organized, con-
cise, and persuasive ways"

IMPORTANT

Evaluating Learning



Learning Self-Assessment (argumentation) - You will write a short reflective analysis 
of your specific understanding of the language/terms used in argumentation before our in-
person intensive week begins.

Toulmin diagram (analysis) - You will use the Toulmin model for diagramming 
arguments to analyze and diagram an assigned opinion editorial (oped) related to a 
contemporary political issue. 

Toulmin diagram (writing) - You will create a Toulmin diagram mapping out the key 
elements of an argument for an assigned controversial topic. 

Group Research Projects - This four-part group project will be completed during 
the intensive in-person week. Each group will select a contentious topic related to a 
controversial, contemporary societal issue. 
•	 Part 1: Take a position on a specific topic and support that position with credible 

evidence and claims
•	 Part 2: Argue the opposite position from Part 1 and support with credible evidence and 

claims
•	 Part 3: Present (in class) an alternative that requires the two opposing sides to work 

together
•	 Part 4: Write short feedback regarding each group member's contribution toward 

completing this project (this part will be turned in during the post-intensive)

Assignment DescriptionsAssignment Descriptions

Defend Your Grade - You will write an argument where you defend why you should 
receive the grade you wish to receive. You will articulate a clear claim, provide reasons to 
back the claim, provide evidence to support your reasons, rebut counterargument(s), and 
include a conclusion. Your defense will not rely on argument fallacies. See the grading 
critera description for specific criteria against which you will argue your case. Assignments 
in Canvas will be marked as superior, excellent, standard, or substandard and those 
assessments should be included as part of your argument.

Pre-IntensivePre-Intensive

Intensive WeekIntensive Week

Post-IntensivePost-Intensive
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Evaluating Learning

Desired 
Grade

Evaluation Criteria

A •	 Arguments are thoughtful, well-constructed, are grounded in sound reasons and backed 
with evidence, and do not simply rehash exhausted pundit talking points.

•	 Assignments include specific evidence (quotes/paraphrases) that are correctly cited and 
referenced. 

•	 All assignments completed on time. This includes pre-intensive, intensive, and post-
intensive assignments.

•	 No assignments partially completed.
•	 All written work reflects university-quality, including evidence of proofreading, editing, 

and minimal errors.
•	 No absences or tardies during the intensive session.
•	 Groupmate feedback indicated positive contributions to group project.
•	 Contribution to every in-class discussion.
•	 No more than one assignment evaluated at less than superior achievement.

B •	 Arguments are well-constructed, are grounded in sound reasons and backed with 
evidence.

•	 Assignments include specific evidence (quotes/paraphrases) that are correctly cited and 
referenced. 

•	 All assignments completed on time. This includes pre-intensive, intensive, and post-
intensive assignments.

•	 No assignments partially completed.
•	 All written work reflects university-quality, including evidence of proofreading, editing, 

and minimal errors.
•	 No absences or more than two (2) tardies during the intensive session.
•	 Groupmate feedback indicated mostly positive contributions to group project.
•	 Contribution to most (2/3) of in-class discussions.
•	 No more than one assignment evaluated at less than excellent achievment.

C •	 Arguments are grounded in sound reasons and backed with evidence.
•	 Assignments include specific evidence (quotes/paraphrases) that are correctly cited and 

referenced. 
•	 All assignments completed on time. This includes pre-intensive, intensive, and post-

intensive assignments.
•	 All written work reflects university-quality, including evidence of proofreading.
•	 No absences or more than three (3) tardies during the intensive session.
•	 Groupmate feedback indicated some positive contributions to group project.
•	 No more than one assignment evaluated at less than standard achievment.

D •	 Arguments are grounded in sound reasons and backed with evidence.
•	 Assignments include specific evidence (quotes/paraphrases) that are correctly cited and 

referenced. 
•	 No absences during the intensive session.
•	 Groupmate feedback indicated contributions to group project.

E •	 Any absences.
•	 Any missed assignments.
•	 Groupmate feedback indicated no positive contributions to group project.

Criteria for Defending Your GradeCriteria for Defending Your Grade
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University Achievement & GPA EquivalenceUniversity Achievement & GPA Equivalence

Letter 
Grade

GPA 
Equivalence

University Performance & Achievement

A 4.0
Excellent performance, superior achievement

A- 3.7

B+ 3.3

Good performance, substantial achievementB 3.0

B- 2.7

C+ 2.3

Standard performance and achievementC 2.0

C- 1.7

D+ 1.3

Substandard performance, marginal achievementD 1.0

D- 0.7

E 0.0 Unsatisfactory performance and achievement

Evaluating Learning
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Expectations

Be self-motivated. You need to budget 
sufficient time to complete the hybrid 
content. You will need to budget the entire 
intensive week (i.e., don't plan on other 
activities) for successful completion of this 
course. You also need to budget time for the 
pre-intensive and post-intensive work.

Carefully read. Attention to detail is a highly 
sought after skill in most fields. Carefully 
read this syllabus. Fully read assignment 
descriptions. Read assignment rubrics. Read 
the assigned readings. 

Read assigned readings for understanding. 
Some of the texts we will read are difficult 
and not every concept will be immediately 
clear or obvious. Take notes as you read 
and ask yourself if you can explain the main 
idea (i.e., the gist). Note areas that remain 
unclear or confusiong and raise those areas 
during out discussions.

Be willing to not be an expert. Ask 
questions. Don’t be shy about bringing 
questions to class. The only dumb questions 
are questions that are not asked. Let’s 
engage in dialogue.

Treat every member of our class with 
respect, even in disagreement.

Treat every issue as open (and worthy of) 
critical examination.

Understand your rights and responsibilities 
as a student: Student Handbook and Code of 
Student Rights and Responsibilities

I expect you to...I expect you to...

Curate course content. I curate and 
create content that is intended to help 
you understand concepts with the 
intent of helping you achieve the course 
learning objectives.

Respond to your emails. I will do my best 
to respond to electronic communication 
(email) within 48 hours during the 
pre- and post-intensive. This does not 
count holidays or weekends. If you have 
not received a response after 48 hours, 
then contact again until I respond. I will 
likely not respond to emails during the 
intensive week. Bring issues to class. 

Promptly evaluate your work. I will do 
my best to grade all assignments within 
seven (7) days after the assignment due 
date. If an assignment is ungraded after 
fourteen (14) days, please contact me 
and hold me accountable. Note that I do 
not prioritize late work. Expect much 
faster grading completion during the 
intensive week.

Foster a classroom experience that 
respects the dignity of each member. 

Push your thinking. We are here to learn 
and part of learning is pushing past your 
comfort zone. Societal issues wouldn't be 
issues unless each side has at least some 
reasonable claims. This does not mean 
that every side of every issue is equally 
justifiable, only that issues exist because 
of unresolved disagreement.

You should expect me to...You should expect me to...

https://registrar.utah.edu/handbook/
https://regulations.utah.edu/academics/6-400.php
https://regulations.utah.edu/academics/6-400.php
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Expectations

Argumentation is inherently suited to examining difficult and controversial topics. Language is 
a symbolic system with ambiguities, room for interpretation, and room for contestation. Good 
argumentation involves defending your position based on rational, warranted, and supported 
reasons. This does not mean that you should fear speaking or voicing an unpopular position.

To help our discussions remain focused on argumentation (and not merely arguing), please 
use the following guidelines:

•	 Listen respectfully. Don't just wait for your turn to talk. Actually listen to what others 
are saying. This is crucial for engaging in "steelman" argumentation.

•	 Share responsibility for including others. If you tend to have a lot to say, don't 
be afraid to speak, but leave space for others to also contribute. If you tend to be quiet, 
challenge yourself to contribute so others can hear your voice.

•	 Opinions are opinions. There is a difference between an opinion (everyone has one) 
and informed knowledge, which comes from sustained experience (i.e., living in the field), 
study, and practice. Good argumentation involves informed knowledge and not simply 
stating opinions.

•	 Failure is a starting point. We all make mistakes. Anyone learning new skills or 
attempting complex tasks will err. Use your own mistakes, and the mistakes of others 
(including your instructor), as ways to learn and improve.

•	 Sticks and stones. Words have impacts. Consider how you feel when someone is 
disrespectful or marginalizing to you. Consider how others feel when you are disrespectful 
or marginalizing to them. In argumentation, attacking others is a sign of poor argument (ad 
hominem fallacy).

•	 We are all in this together. Make an effort to get to know each other. Learn each 
others' names. Speak to each other and not just to the instructor. Take pair and group work 
seriously. Your peers' learning is partly dependent on your engagement (and vice versa).

•	 Starting points. A key component of argumentation is finding starting points, or places 
where we can agree. We all bring different life experiences and worldviews. Be open to 
hearing and learning from perspectives that are not the same as your own. Look for where 
you have common ground, not merely where you disagree.

Discussion GuidelinesDiscussion Guidelines
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Course Policies
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Attendance is essential given the nature of this course. I expect you to arrive on 
time, be attentive, and attend the entire session. This includes returning from 
lunch, breaks, and research expeditions on time. 

Per Continuing Education requirements attendance is mandatory. 
Any absences will result in a failing grade for the course.

Late
 
W
ork

Late
 
W
ork

Late work for this intensive course will not be accepted. No exceptions.
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Course Policies
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I select course content as a vehicle for learning, to help illustrate core principles, 
and to promote critical thinking. You may be exposed to ideas or concepts you 

might find discomforting or offensive. I will not make accommodations to course 
content, requirements, or expectations. I suggest you try and keep an open 

mind and be willing to face challenging intellectual arguments. I will not suggest 
that you change deeply held beliefs, but you may be exposed to arguments and 

viewpoints that differ from those beliefs. If you believe that exposure to 
course content will place an undue burden on your sincerely-held core 

beliefs, drop the class.

Course 
C
o
ntent

Course 
C
o
ntent

Political and social issues are inherently difficult and contentious. You will be 
exposed to various content including violence, discrimination, sexuality, explicit 
language, etc. I will not make accommodations to course content and cannot 

control what topics might be raised by your fellow students. If there are specific 
topics that you need advanced notice for, contact me at the beginning of the 

semester. 
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Course Policies
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Contact me at the beginning of the semester if you need accommodations for:
•	 Religious Practice
•	 Active Duty Military
•	 University-Sanctioned Events
•	 Disability/Access

Contact me as soon as possible if an extreme personal circumstance (e.g., 
hospitalization, death of a close loved one, etc.) is interfering with your ability to 

complete work. 

Plagiaris m

Plagiaris m

Plagiarism means passing off someone else’s work as your own or not giving credit 
to someone when you use their ideas, including generative AI.

Academic misconduct includes submitting graded work for multiple classes, 
completing work for others, and making false claims. 

You do not have any permission to use any graded assignments in this class for any 
other class. You must cite and reference any quotations or paraphrased ideas from 

the work of others (use APA format). 
I use Turnitin software to detect plagiarism. 

Plagiarism can result in disciplinary actions for academic misconduct.
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Course Policies
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Mu
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Re
sp
ec
t If you need to use the restroom, please do so. No need to ask. The same policy 

applies if you need to make a phone call, blow your nose, get a drink of water, or 

take care of other needs.

When entering or exiting the classroom, be courteous. If someone is speaking, try 

and wait for a break. Also please try to not interrupt one another.

When in doubt, err on the side of courtesy to your classmates.

Professio
na
lism

Professio
na
lism

I expect you to turn in work that is university-quality. This means you have clearly 
proofread for errors, edited for concision and clarity, and correctly cited sources. I 
recommend, but do not require, using a tool such as Grammarly for helping with 

editing and proofreading.
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Course Policies

Gr
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va
nc
es

Gr
ie
va
nc
es If you have any concerns about the course, please contact me via email or in 

person to discuss your concerns as soon as possible. If we are not able to resolve 

your concerns, contact Dr. Natasha Seegert, the course supervisor. If you are 

still not able to resolve the issue, contact Travis Ciaramella, the Director of 

Undergraduate Studies

Creativity

Creativity

You will engage in writing during this course. You will also have considerable 
opportunity to think creatively, particularly when deciding how to present your 

group research projects to your classmates. 
Use the opportunity. Reading a pre-written speech is perfectly acceptable, but you 

might consider other formats, such as a podcast, a documentary or other video, etc. 
As a student you have access to a number of professional tools. 

mailto:n.seegert%40utah.edu?subject=
mailto:kevin.coe%40utah.edu?subject=Fall%202022%20COMM%201270-006%20Concern
mailto:travis.ciaramella%40utah.edu?subject=
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AI Generative AI (i.e., ChatGPT) is a new technology that has substantial potential 
for both benefit and harm. Using generative AI to complete work for you (i.e., 
writing your assignments) is a form of plagiarism and will be treated as such. 

Using generative AI as a study aid to help you improve your understanding of a 
topic is perfectly acceptable. Use generative AI responsibly.

NOTE: Using generative AI to write essays for you is a form of plagiarism/

academic misconduct.

Drop 
a
nd
 
W
ithdrawal

Drop 
a
nd
 
W
ithdrawal

This course may not suit your needs or expectations. You might also find an 
unexpected life event interfering with your ability to succeed this semester. 

If you elect to drop or withdraw from the course, you are solely responsible for 
doing so by the appropriate deadline. 

NOTE: Intensive courses have special drop/withdrawal policies. You must drop the 
course no later than the first day of class. You must withdraw no later than Tuesday, 

August 13th. 
Registrar Policy for Misc Courses 

https://registrar.utah.edu/handbook/miscellaneous.php
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Course Policies
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You are responsible for submitting assignments with the required naming 
convention, correct file extension, and using the software type and version 
required for the assignment. All assignments are due at midnight (11:59pm 

Mountain Time) and will be submitted via Canvas. 

Do not wait until the last second to submit your assignments.

Not a 
C
o
ntract

Not a 
C
o
ntract

This syllabus is meant to serve as an outline and guide for our course. 
Please note that I may modify it with reasonable notice to you. I may 

also modify the course schedule to accommodate the needs of our class. 
Any changes will be announced in class and posted on Canvas under 

Announcements.
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Course Schedule

Topic Elements of Rhetoric
Location Online (Canvas)
Complete the following:
•	 Read the course syllabus
•	 Read all assignment instructions and grading rubrics on Canvas
•	 Read Everything's an Argument Chapters 1-4

Ungraded assignments due:
•	 Complete the Course Survey (required before graded assignments will become 

available)

Graded assignments due:
•	 Learning Self-Assessment (argumentation) by Sunday, July 28th at midnight 

(11:59pm Mountain Time)
NOTE: You are responsible for carefully reading and understanding all syllabus policies 
and assignment requirements. If something is unclear, ask for clarification.

Ju
l 
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Topic Structure and Types of Arguments
Location Online (Canvas)

Complete the following:

•	 Read Everything's an Argument Chapters 7-12
•	 Read "You are Not Going to Believe What I am About to Tell You" (The Oatmeal)

Graded assignments due:

•	 Toulmin diagram (analysis) due before Sunday, August 4th at midnight (11:59pm 
Mountain Time)
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https://theoatmeal.com/comics/believe
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Course Schedule

Topic Academic Arguments 
Location Online (Canvas)

Complete the following:

•	 Read Everything's an Argument Chapters 17, 19, 21
•	 Read You Are Not So Smart Chapters 36, 3

Graded assignments due:

•	 Toulmin diagram (writing) due before Sunday, August 11th at midnight (11:59pm 
Mountain Time)

A
ug
 
0
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Topic Research, Evidence, and Rhetorical Review
Location In-Person (Main Campus - GC 3680)

Complete the following (BEFORE WE MEET):

•	 Read Everything's an Argument Chapters 18, 20, 22
•	 Read You Are Not So Smart Chapters 21, 23, 33

Graded assignments due:

•	 No assignment due tonight (groups should discuss topics)

M
o
nd
ay
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https://theoatmeal.com/comics/believe
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Course Schedule

Topic Errors in Argumentation 
Location In-Person (Main Campus - GC 3680)

Complete the following:

•	 Read Everything's an Argument Chapters 5
•	 Read You Are Not So Smart Chapters 6, 14, 15, 16,  17, 18

Graded assignments due:

•	 Group Research Project - Approve topics with instructor by end of class todayTu
es
da
y 
A
ug
 
13

Tu
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y 
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ug
 
13

Topic Multimodal Arguments
Location In-Person (Main Campus - GC 3680)

Complete the following:

•	 Read Everything's an Argument Chapters 16
•	 Read You Are Not So Smart Chapters 22, 28, 30

Graded assignments due:

•	 Group Research Project - Part 1 (Affirmative) due tonight (August 14) before 
midnight (11:59pm Mountain Time)W
ed
ne
sd
ay
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Course Schedule

Topic Style 
Location In-Person (Main Campus - GC 3680)

Complete the following:

•	 Read Everything's an Argument Chapters 13
•	 Read You Are Not So Smart Chapters 39, 45, 46, 47

Graded assignments due:

•	 Group Research Project - Part 2 (Negative) due tonight (August 15) before 
midnight (11:59pm Mountain Time)

T
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Topic Finding Common Ground & Presentations
Location In-Person (Main Campus - GC 3680)

Complete the following:

•	 Read Everything's an Argument Chapters 16
•	 Read You Are Not So Smart Chapters 6, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18

Graded assignments due:

•	 Group Research Project - Part 3 (Presentations) due in class today (August 16)
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Graded assignments due:

•	 Group Research Project - Part 4 (Peer review) due tonight (September 01) before 
midnight (11:59pm Mountain Time)

•	 Defend Your Grade due tonight (September 01) before midnight (11:59pm 
Mountain Time)
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0
1
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Plagiarism means passing off someone else’s work as your own or not giving credit 
to someone when you use their ideas, including generative AI.

Academic misconduct includes submitting graded work for multiple classes, 
completing work for others, and making false claims. 

You do not have any permission to use any graded assignments in this class for 
any other class (you also cannot use graded work from previous courses for this 
class)

Nam
es 

a
nd Pronouns

Nam
es 

a
nd Pronouns

I receive class rosters with your name as well as “Preferred first name” (if 
previously entered by you in the Student Profile section of your CIS account, 
which managed can be managed at any time). While CIS refers to this as merely a 
preference, I will honor you by referring to you with the name and pronoun that 
feels best for you in class or on assignments. Please advise me of any name or 
pronoun changes so I can help create a learning environment in which you, your 
name, and your pronoun are respected. If you need any assistance or support, 
please reach out to the LGBT Resource Center
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Title IX makes it clear that violence and harassment based on sex and gender (which includes 
sexual orientation and gender identity/expression) is a civil rights offense subject to the same 
kinds of accountability and the same kinds of support applied to offenses against other protected 
categories such as race, national origin, color, religion, age, status as a person with a disability, 
veteran’s status or genetic information. If you or someone you know has been harassed or 
assaulted, you are encouraged to report it to the Title IX Coordinator in the Office of Equal 
Opportunity and Affirmative Action, 135 Park Building, 801-581-8365, or the Office of the Dean 
of StudenAts, 270 Union Building, 801-581-7066. For support and confidential consultation, 
contact the Center for Student Wellness, 426 SSB, 801-581-7776. To report to the police contact 
the Department of Public Safety, 801-585-2677 (COPS). As an employee of the University of 
Utah, I am a mandatory reporter for all cases of sexual violence (this includes reports of 
cases that happened out-of-state, occurred many years ago, or have already been prosecuted). id 
understanding your rights and responsibilities.

Langua
g
e
s 
& Resources

Langua
g
e
s 
& Resources

There are several resources on campus that will support you with your language 
development, including:
•	 English Language Institute
•	 International Student & Scholar Resources
•	 English for Academic Success (EAS) Program
•	 Writing Center
Please let me know if there is any additional support you would like to discuss for 
this class.

https://continue.utah.edu/eli
https://isss.utah.edu
https://linguistics.utah.edu/
https://writingcenter.utah.edu/
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Your personal health and wellness are essential to your success as a student. 
Personal concerns like stress, anxiety, relationship difficulties, depression, or 
cross-cultural differences can interfere with a student’s ability to succeed and 
thrive in this course and at the University of Utah.
The University has many resources available to aid you in achieving  success 
as a student. Resources can be accessed through the university’s Basic Needs 
Collective.

Cam
pus 

Safety

Cam
pus 

Safety

The University of Utah values the safety of all campus community members. To 
report suspicious activity or to request a courtesy escort, call campus police at 
801-585-COPS (801-585-2677) or Sandy Police (801-799-3000) if you are at the 
Sandy Center. You will receive important emergency alerts and safety messages 
regarding campus safety via text message. For more information regarding safety 
and to view available training resources, including helpful videos, visit safeu.utah.
edu.

http://basicneeds.utah.edu
http://basicneeds.utah.edu
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The University of Utah seeks to provide equal access to its programs, services, 
and activities for people with disabilities. If you will need accommodations in 
this class, reasonable prior notice needs to be given to the Center for Disability 
Services, 162 Olpin Union Building, 801-581-5020. CDS will work with you and 
the instructor to make arrangements for accommodations. All written information 
in this course can be made available in an alternative format with prior 
notification to the Center for Disability Services.

Individua
l 
Perspectives

Individua
l 
Perspectives

It is my intent that students from all diverse backgrounds and perspectives will be 
well served by this course, that students’ learning needs be addressed both in and 
out of class, and that the diversity that students bring to this class will be viewed 
as a resource, strength and benefit. It is my intent to present materials and 
activities that are respectful of gender, sexuality, disability, age, socioeconomic 
status, ethnicity, race, and culture. 
Your suggestions are encouraged and appreciated. Please let me know ways to 
improve the effectiveness of the course for you personally.
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If you have technical issues with the course Canvas site, contact Digital 
Learning Technologies.

For help with other university-related technology (e.g., UConnect, Two-Factor 
Authentication), you can find help through the University IT help desk.

Undocum
ented

 
Students

Undocum
ented

 
Students

Immigration is a complex phenomenon with broad impact—those who are directly 
affected by it, as well as those who are indirectly affected by their relationships 
with family members, friends, and loved ones. If your immigration status presents 
obstacles to engaging in specific course activities or fulfilling specific course 
criteria, confidential arrangements may be requested from the Dream Center. 
Arrangements with the Dream Center will not jeopardize your student status, your 
financial aid, or any other part of your residence. The Dream Center offers a wide 
range of resources to support undocumented students (with and without DACA) 
as well as students from mixed status families. To learn more please contact the 
Dream Center at 801-213-3697.

http://Digital Learning Technologies.
http://Digital Learning Technologies.
http://University IT help desk.
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If you are a student veteran, the U of Utah has a Veterans Support Center 
located in Room 161 in the Olpin Union Building. Hours: M-F 8-5pm.

Please visit their website for more information about what support they offer, a 
list of ongoing events and links to outside resources.

Please also let me know if you need any additional support in this class  for any 
reason.


