
 

 

 
 
 

 

ARTH 3150 
Medieval Art: Europe and the Islamic world 
Spring 2025 • Online • 3 credit hours  
 
Instructor: Meekyung MacMurdie 
Contact: meekyung.macmurdie@utah.edu or Canvas message  
Office Hours: on Zoom or in-person, by appointment  
 
Course Description 
This course introduces the visual and material culture of Byzantium, Western Europe, and the 
Islamic world, roughly covering the years between 500–1500 CE. During this time, the rise and 
expansion of Christian and Islamic polities prompted discourse between diverse communities. 
How did medieval artists, patrons, and viewers negotiate issues of difference, plurality, power, 
and faith? How did they articulate their identity and place within global networks? Of special 
concern are dynamic histories of cross-cultural exchange as made visible through commerce and 
diplomacy, the reuse of materials, and reinterpretation of forms. The course is organized 
chronologically and into thematic modules. It includes case studies in architecture as well as 
media such as textiles, metalworks, precious gems and enamels, sculptures, and manuscripts.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Course Outcomes and Objectives  
In this course you will:  

• Identify major historical concepts, events, actors, and values, specifically with regard to  
the diversity of medieval artistic production.  

• Practice close looking and develop skills in formal description in order to persuasively  
translate what you see into verbal and written arguments.  

• Read critically and analyze primary and secondary sources.  
• Assess the role of material artifacts in the practice of art history.  
• Reflect on the ethical imperatives of “doing” medieval art history in relation to questions  

of contemporary concern, such as multiculturalism, intolerance, and violence.  
 
Course Requirements 
Your performance in this course will be evaluated on the basis of these assignments:  
 
Perusall Discussion Posts and Live Zoom Discussions     (30%) 
Each Perusall is worth 7 points, and your two lowest scores will be dropped.    
Each Live Zoom is worth 10 points.  
 
Weekly Quizzes and Written Think-pieces      (35%)  
Each worth 100 points. Your two lowest scores will be dropped.  
 
Descriptive Catalog Entry, 100 points       (10%) 
Due at the end of Week 5 
 
Digitized Data Project Proposal, 100 points      (10%) 
Due at the end of Week 11 
 
Final Project, 100 points         (15%)  
Due during finals period 
 
Grading Scale 
This course adheres to the University of Utah Grading Scale.  
 
University Policies 
Updated mandatory syllabus policies regarding the ADA Act, Safety at the U, Addressing Sexual 
Misconduct, and Academic Misconduct can be viewed at: https://cte.utah.edu/instructor-
education/syllabus/institutional-policies.php  
 
 
 
  


