
 

 

 
WRTG 1010 

Department of Writing & Rhetoric Studies 
Instructor: Joseph Mayaki 

Email: joseph.mayaki@utah.edu 
Office hours: Mondays to Wednesdays; 1 PM to 3 PM 

Location: TBA/Zoom 
 
Course Description 
Students learn to read and write rhetorically, develop and support claims, and produce 
and evaluate writing in collaboration with peers. Course readings and assignments 
emphasize writing for diverse purposes and disciplines. 
 
Course Outcomes and Objectives  

1. Rhetorical Dexterity 
a. Identify and respond to elements of the writer’s rhetorical situation 
b. Demonstrate awareness of audience and context 
c. Identify and analyze the rhetorical situation and rhetorical appeals such as 

ethos, pathos, and logos 
d. Demonstrate awareness of discourse as the negotiation of meaning within 

communities 
e. Apply rhetorical strategies in expository writing 

 
2. Critical Literacy 

a. Investigate and interrogate complex academic and nonacademic texts 
b. Summarize texts in ways that demonstrate confidence with reading material 
c. Recognize discourse as the negotiation of power through language 
d. Consider the exigency of the texts they read and write 
e. Annotate texts for comprehension and discussion 

 
3. Information Literacy 

a. Indicate knowledge of research and language methods used in personal, 
community, and academic contexts 

b. Apply a variety of research methods (emphasis on secondary research with 
the option to include primary, field-based, or other research methods) 

c. Demonstrate awareness of source credibility and relevance to writer 
purpose and audience expectations 

d. Effectively incorporate summary, paraphrase, and quotation 
e. Recognize uses for emerging technologies, including AI, to support ethical 

writing and research 
 

4. Composing Processes 



 

 

a. Demonstrate flexibility with academic and nonacademic genres regarding 
organization and genre conventions 

b. Demonstrate skillful, rhetorical use of language and style to communicate 
with target audiences 

c. Collaborate with others to provide feedback and revise compositions 
d. Demonstrate awareness of conventions of written language 
e. Reflect on composing and revision processes 
f. Cite sources and format writing according to established style guides (MLA 

or APA) 
 
Major Course Assignments 

• Education Narrative: A 1000–1500-word narrative essay situating an experience in 
the student’s educational life within the context of that experience’s broader 
meaning and impact.  

• Discourse Community Rhetorical Analysis: A 1200–1500-word essay that analyzes 
the elements of a discourse community, how communication happens within the 
community, and the rhetoric of that communication. Students analyze a discourse 
community in which they actively participate. 

• Literature Review Project: A 1500–1750-word literature review on the topic of the 
student’s choosing. Students synthesize multiple perspectives from academic and 
popular sources. 

 
Grading Scale 

A: 94-96% A-: 90-93% B+: 87-89% 
B: 84-86% B-: 80-83% C+: 77-79% 
C: 74-76% C-: 70-73% D+: 67-69% 
D: 64-66% D-: 60-63% F: 59% or lower 

 
University Policies 
Updated mandatory syllabus policies regarding the ADA Act, Safety at the U, Addressing 
Sexual Misconduct, and Academic Misconduct can be viewed at: 
https://cte.utah.edu/instructor-education/syllabus/institutional-policies.php  
 

Preliminary Course Schedule  

Note: This schedule is subject to change based on the term length and the needs of the 
instructor and students. Readings not linked in the syllabus are available in Canvas. 
 

Date Topic Due Dates 
Week 1 Course intro 

Understanding the writing process 
 
Read Guptill, “Really? Writing? Again?” 

 

https://cte.utah.edu/instructor-education/syllabus/institutional-policies.php
https://milnepublishing.geneseo.edu/writing-in-college-from-competence-to-excellence/chapter/really-writing-again/


 

 

 
Read Burnell et al., “Overcoming Anxiety 
and Writer’s Block” and Lamott’s “Shitty 
First Drafts”  

Week 2 Narrative writing 
Read Childers, “A memoirist teaches 
narrative” 
 
Read Tan, “Mother Tongue” 
 
Read excerpt from Noah’s Born a Crime 

 

Week 3 Social annotation 
Peer review practices 
 
Read Sprouse, “Reading in conversation: 
A student’s guide to social annotation” 
 
Read DePeter, “How to write meaningful 
peer response praise” 

Education Narrative Draft 
and Peer Review 

Week 4 Understanding discourse communities 
Primary research & ethnography 
 
Read “Discourse Communities” 
 
Read excerpt from Swales, “The 
Concept of Discourse Community: 
Some Recent Personal History” 
 
Read Kahn, “Putting ethnographic 
writing in context” 

Education Narrative Final 

Week 5 Understanding rhetoric & the rhetorical 
situation 
 
Read Gagich & Lacy, “What is rhetoric?” 
 
Read Gagich et al., “What is the 
rhetorical situation?”  
 
Read Melzer, “Understanding Discourse 
Communities” 

 

Week 6 Applying rhetoric to analyzing texts and 
discourse communities 
 

Discourse Community 
Profile 

https://open.oregonstate.education/goodargument/chapter/overcoming-writing-anxiety/
https://open.oregonstate.education/goodargument/chapter/overcoming-writing-anxiety/
https://open.library.okstate.edu/whoteacheswriting/chapter/chapter-1-2/
https://open.library.okstate.edu/whoteacheswriting/chapter/chapter-1-2/
https://opentext.uoregon.edu/writingasinquiry/chapter/discourse-communities/
https://louis.pressbooks.pub/englishcomp2/chapter/3-1-what-is-rhetoric/
https://louis.pressbooks.pub/englishcomp2/chapter/3-2-rhetorical-sitation/
https://louis.pressbooks.pub/englishcomp2/chapter/3-2-rhetorical-sitation/


 

 

Read Bruce et al., “Rhetorical Appeals: 
Logos, Pathos, and Ethos Defined” 
 
Read all versions of Lincoln, “The 
Gettysburg Address” 

Week 7 Applying rhetoric to drafting and peer 
review 
 
Read Zicke, “Peer review and responding 
to others’ drafts” 
 
Read Seeley et al., “Read the room! 
Navigating social contexts and written 
texts” 

Discourse Community 
Analysis Draft and Peer 
Review 

Week 8 Secondary research processes 
 
Read Clevinger & Rust, “Reading 
Analysis: Summarizing, Paraphrasing, 
and Quoting” 
 
Read Guptill, “Secondary sources in 
their natural habitats” 

 

Week 9 Choosing topics and finding sources 
 
Read Abrams, “How to find sources” 
 
Read Rhetoric Matters chapter 9 

Discourse Community 
Analysis Final Draft 

Week 10 Organizing and synthesizing concepts 
and sources 
 
Read Rhetoric Matters chapter 4  
 
Read Carillo, “Annotating your way into 
academic discourse” 

Lit Review Synthesis Matrix 

Week 11 Writing a literature review 
 
Read “Write a Literature Review” 
 
Review annotated literature review 
sample 
 
Read Carillo, “Bad ideas about writing: 
Reading and writing are not connected” 

Literature Review “Half 
Draft” 

https://louis.pressbooks.pub/englishcomp2/chapter/3-4-logos-pathos-ethos/
https://louis.pressbooks.pub/englishcomp2/chapter/3-4-logos-pathos-ethos/
https://louis.pressbooks.pub/englishcomp2/chapter/7-2-peer-review-drafts/
https://louis.pressbooks.pub/englishcomp2/chapter/7-2-peer-review-drafts/
https://opentext.uoregon.edu/writingasinquiry/chapter/reading-analysis-summarizing-paraphrasing-and-quoting/
https://opentext.uoregon.edu/writingasinquiry/chapter/reading-analysis-summarizing-paraphrasing-and-quoting/
https://opentext.uoregon.edu/writingasinquiry/chapter/reading-analysis-summarizing-paraphrasing-and-quoting/
https://milnepublishing.geneseo.edu/writing-in-college-from-competence-to-excellence/chapter/secondary-sources-in-their-natural-habitats/
https://milnepublishing.geneseo.edu/writing-in-college-from-competence-to-excellence/chapter/secondary-sources-in-their-natural-habitats/
https://open.oregonstate.education/goodargument/chapter/how-to-find-sources/
https://louis.pressbooks.pub/englishcomp2/
https://louis.pressbooks.pub/englishcomp2/chapter/4-3-connections-synthesis/
https://guides.lib.uoguelph.ca/c.php?g=130964&p=5000948
https://www.jmu.edu/uwc/_files/link-library/annotated-literature-review.pdf
https://mtsu.pressbooks.pub/app/uploads/sites/77/2022/12/Ellen-C-Carillo_Reading-and-Writing-Not-Connected.pdf
https://mtsu.pressbooks.pub/app/uploads/sites/77/2022/12/Ellen-C-Carillo_Reading-and-Writing-Not-Connected.pdf


 

 

Week 12 Revisiting the writing process 
 
Read Rhetoric Matters, chapter 6: 
“Structuring, Paragraphing and Styling” 

 

Week 13 Research and writing ethics in the age of 
AI 
 
Read “A Framework for Ethical Decision 
Making” 
 
Read Raicu, “AI Writing Detectors” 

Lit Review Draft and Peer 
Review 

Week 14 Revising writing 
 
Read all but sections 7.2 and 7.5 of 
Rhetoric Matters chapter 7, “Revising 
and Refining” 

 

Week 15 Reflecting on writing and learning Lit Review Final Draft 
Week 
16/Finals 

 Final Course Reflection 

 
 

https://www.scu.edu/ethics/ethics-resources/a-framework-for-ethical-decision-making/
https://www.scu.edu/ethics/ethics-resources/a-framework-for-ethical-decision-making/
https://www.scu.edu/ethics/focus-areas/internet-ethics/resources/ai-writing-detectors/

