
2010 syllable 

Instructor: Joseph Mayaki 

Email: joseph.mayaki@utah.edu 

Office hours: Mondays to Wednesdays; 1 PM to 3 PM 

Location: TBA/Zoom 

This class promises to be interesting and exciting, enjoyable and accommodating. Always come 

to class prepared for participation. 

This syllabus is meant to serve as an outline and guide for our course. Please note that I may 

modify it with reasonable notice to you. I may also modify the Course Schedule to accommodate 

the needs of our class. Any changes will be announced in class and posted on Canvas under 

Announcements. 

ASSIGNMENTS 

• Project 1: Op-Ed "take a position" essay: This essay focuses on rhetorical invention 

and making an argument about something you care about.   

o Dissoi Logoi - Arguing the opposite position presentation: Utilizing the 

rhetorical skill of dissoi logoi, you will take think carefully about an opposite or 

alternative perspective from your first essay, craft a presentation using visual 

rhetoric principles (and Adobe skills), and give a short speech arguing from that 

position.  

• Project 2: Navigating Genres across Academic and Non-Academic Contexts: This 

project explores genre, generative AI, and rhetorical analysis and culminates in paper 

where you compare one topic across three different genres. It includes two 

prewriting/scaffolding assignments  

o Genre Descriptions - Use ChatGPT to analyze the basic structure of various 

genres  

o Rhetorical Analysis (of Argument and Genre) - Use rhetorical analysis to 

understand the inner-workings of genre.  

• Project 3: Researched Argument Project: Building from Project 2, this multi-part 

assignment will culminate in a final research paper where you demonstrate all of the 

skills you've accumulated over the course of the semester. 

o Synthesis Matrix: You will create a chart that organizes source information by 

topic  

o Literature Review: You will conduct a traditional review of the literature based 

on your topic.  

o Final Researched Argument Paper: You will write an argumentative paper 

based on what you learned by writing your literature review. 

• Short assignments: These smaller assignments support the larger assignments and will 

appear in numerous forms during the semester, including discussion posts.  



• Reflections: Throughout the semester, you will write reflections for each of the major 

assignments which will serve as planning documents and reflection. Self-reflection on the 

writing process is fundamental to learning to write. 

These assignments will help you build the rhetorical skills that you will need to navigate 

academic writing across the university and beyond. They will also help you will learn how to 

compose in settings beyond the university and based on the various purposes, audiences, and 

contexts you find yourself in.  

Learning Objectives 

The following is a list of the learning objectives for this course. In short, this is what you will 

learn in WRTG 2010. 

Researched Writing Skills (Source Use & Synthesis) 

Students can find, evaluate, and utilize various types of quality sources as evidence and in 

support of claims in writing projects (source use). Students demonstrate the ability to integrate, 

combine, summarize, and otherwise synthesize sources to present an argument (synthesis). 

• Student writing uses sources as evidence 

• Student writing indicates that the sources have been evaluated for quality and fit for the 

argument 

• Sources in text are varied in terms of source type, author, location 

• Sources in text are varied in terms of difference (author or topical difference on many 

levels—race, gender, sexuality, ethnicity, and the like) 

• Sources used in text: 

o support claims and subclaims 

o represent a variety of perspectives 

o are attributed and cited 

o are synthesized and integrated 

o are summarized, paraphrased, and quoted 

• Student writing demonstrates ability to use a variety of digital tools to research and write 

an argument 

Rhetorical Dexterity 

The student understands and can demonstrate knowledge of rhetorical strategies, as well as the 

process of inventing, planning, writing, and revising a text. Student can receive, process, and 

incorporate feedback.  

• Student writing indicates use of invention strategies 

• Thesis indicates the rhetorical purpose of the text 

• Student writing shows awareness of and accommodation to audience 

• Student writing shows awareness of writing context 

• Metacognitive awareness is demonstrated in reflective writing 



• Word choice and paper features make sense for genre 

• Multiple ethical and sound perspectives are represented 

• Student writing indicates revision, including the incorporation of feedback 

• Student writing shows elements of collaboration, including peer review 

• Student writing demonstrates awareness of the conventions of written language 

• Student writing intervenes in an academic or nonacademic conversation and contributes 

to it 

• Student writing shows awareness of rhetorical practices (inquiry, persuasion, 

argumentation, etc.) 

Critical Literacy 

Students can demonstrate the ability to engage a subject critically, analyzing it in terms of power 

and privilege.  

• Student writing develops a topic of inquiry and line of research 

• Student writing engages issues of dominant and marginalized linguistic practices 

• Student writing critically engages academic literacy 

• Student writing reflects and interrogates home literacy practices 

• Student writing critically examines the rhetorical practices of the academy 

• Student writing critically engages issues of power and ideology 

• Student writing demonstrates knowledge of rhetorical practices that extend beyond the 

Greco-Roman tradition 

Multimodal Flexibility 

Students demonstrate the ability to research and create multimodal arguments. 

• Student writing adapts standard academic written argument to alternative modes of 

communication 

• Student writing uses visual, audio, gestural, spatial, and/or linguistic modalities to 

articulate positions, arguments, and ideas 

• Student writing incorporates multiple modalities to produce a project with a specific 

audience in mind 

• Student writing uses a range of modalities to produce a project with a deliberate purpose 

• Student writing shows consideration for issues of access 

Class Policies 

Attendance and Participation 

Attendance and Participation are worth 10% of your final grade (approx 50 total points). These 

points will be applied to the total course points at the end of the semester and are not factored in 

to the available point totals during the semester. 



The work we do in class is essential for both your learning and the successful completion of your 

writing projects and so it is very important that you miss as few class meetings as possible. I will 

be taking attendance. Four absences are permissible without penalty, but thereafter, deductions 

will be made to your final grade. 

"Participation" in 2010 can be accomplished in a number of ways and will vary from student to 

student. Preparation and attentiveness are key. Being prepared for this class includes paying 

close attention to the assignments for each class, doing the homework, and bringing relevant 

materials with you to class. Participation is also accomplished in the following ways: Doing your 

homework. Contributing to class discussions. Asking questions. Completing peer reviews. In a 

sentence: be a member of the class, not just someone who shows up.  

If you are stuck or struggling with an assignment, please don’t let that lead to procrastination, 

poor work, or failure to come to class. Email or come talk to me during office hours—I have lots 

of tools for getting students unstuck. 

Contacting Me 

Please email me at joseph.mayaki@utah.edu. Please allow me 48 hours to respond to your 

emails. Chances are that I won’t be able to respond to your email should you choose to email me 

at 10pm on the night an assignment is due. 

Deadlines + Late Work 

The late work policy is applied differently depending on the category of the assignment that is 

late. Most assignments will lose 10% for every day that they are late.  

For final drafts of major papers, the late penalty is capped at 50%, meaning you'll still get some 

points even if the paper is over 10 days late. For small assignments (brainstorming activities, 

outlines, etc.) the late penalty is not capped, e.g. a brainstorming assignment that is more than 10 

days late will lose 100% of available credit.  

The late penalty is stricter for peer review sessions and discussions. For these two categories 

of assignment, late work will receive no credit. Other students are depending on you; you can't 

be late.  

Feedback 

Feedback on papers is another opportunity for instruction, but this instruction is unique to you. 

For many of the assignments in this course, and especially major assignments. I will respond 

with in-text and end comments. These comments will celebrate elements of your rhetorical 

strategy that work well and also highlight problematic patterns. Otherwise, I will use comments 

to explain general principles of writing and how they are applied or not applied in your paper. 

My philosophy about grades and feedback is that they are not judgment, but simply another 

opportunity to learn and grow. 



Be sure that you know how to access peer and instructor comments in Canvas.  

Academic Integrity and AI 

In addition to the information on plagiarism below, consider the following: Taking someone 

else’s words ideas or concepts, and using them without citing your source, is plagiarism. So is 

using another student’s essay, or part of their essay, as your own. This also applies to generative 

AI programs like ChatGPT. In the world of writing (academic writing especially), academic 

dishonesty is something we take very seriously. Anyone who plagiarizes or includes non-

documented material from another source (including online sources) will be asked to rewrite the 

assignment. A sure way to avoid accusations of plagiarism is to document the conversation you 

are joining in using proper punctuation and citation. 

We will discuss strategies on how to avoid even the appearance of academic dishonesty. If you 

have any questions about it, feel free to ask. It is my experience that those writers who resort to 

plagiarism are those who feel overwhelmed by the assignment and do so out of desperation. If 

you get so frustrated with an assignment that you feel like your only option is to plagiarize, come 

see me. My role as a teacher is to help students, not punish them. Use me as a resource to help 

you write, brainstorm or work out your essays. I am interested in reading your ideas, thoughts 

and words, not those of ChatGPT or the guy selling papers on the internet. Please don’t 

plagiarize. 

Religious Observance 

If you have a conflict between a religious holiday and a scheduled class or graded assignment, 

please contact me in advance so that we can make appropriate arrangements for homework and 

classwork. 

Dis/ability Accommodations 

If you have a learning disability that could impair your progress in this course, please contact 

The Center for Disability Services (CDS) in the Student Affairs 

Office, http://disability.utah.edu/currentprospective.html (Links to an external site.). I will follow 

any guidelines and accommodations required by the CDS, but I can only do so if you have the 

proper documentation. 

The Center for Disability Services (CDS) is the designated office of the University of Utah to 

evaluate disability documentation, determine eligibility, and implement reasonable 

accommodations for students enrolled at the University of Utah and it's associated academic 

programs. Students are protected from discrimination under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation 

Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act 1990 (ADA). In order to qualify for 

services under these mandates, the Center for Disability Services requires comprehensive and 

specific documentation to substantiate the presence of a disability and demonstrate functional 

limitations. The documentation establishes eligibility for services and is used for determining 

reasonable accommodations. 

https://disability.utah.edu/


Content Accommodation 

Please review the syllabus and readings to determine whether the content of the course or any of 

the readings conflicts with any of your core beliefs. If you do see such a conflict, you can drop 

the class, with no penalty, before the last day to drop courses. You are welcome to come and 

discuss any such conflict with me, as well. In certain situations, I may also replace the errant 

reading with one that is more closely aligned with your core beliefs. For more information on the 

content accommodation policy, please visit the Accommodations Policy section of the 

administration policy and procedures at http://www.admin.utah.edu/facdev/index.html 

The Writing Center 

The University Writing Center provides free, one-on-one consultations and tutoring sessions, for 

any writing project, for any class, at any stage of the assignment (planning, drafting, revising). 

You are urged to make an appointment with a writing center consultant for help with your 

writing. Plan ahead—you’ll need to make an appointment. For more information, go 

to www.writingcenter.utah.edu (Links to an external site.). 

Classroom Conduct  

Regarding Difficult discussions: It can be very challenging to discuss issues of religion, race, 

class, colonialism, gender, sexuality, religion, and cultural difference in the classroom. We all 

come from different social positions and experiences, and we have all had different opportunities 

to examine the narratives that sustain structures of oppression. One of the purposes of this class 

is to develop the conceptual tools to discuss these structures critically, and we will all need to be 

patient with one another as we are learning. That said, it is important to continuously examine 

the assumptions our backgrounds might lead us to make and to be mindful of how the views we 

express and the language we use might affect others in the classroom community. Please make 

every effort to listen and respond to one another rhetorically. 

Civility: Your grades in this course, while based in part on your willingness to think critically 

and remain open to new thoughts and ideas, will not be affected by the political, philosophical, 

or spiritual beliefs you express in your writing or class discussions. However, in accordance with 

University of Utah policy—and to protect the learning environment for every student in the 

class—I will not tolerate the use of racist, classist, sexist, heterosexist, ageist, or ableist language 

in the classroom or in written assignments. 

Grading Scale  

Letter Scoring 

A 100% - 94% 

A- 93.9% - 90% 

B+ 89.9%–87% 

B 86.9%–84% 

http://www.admin.utah.edu/facdev/index.html
http://www.writingcenter.utah.edu/


Letter Scoring 

B- 83.9% - 80% 

C+ 79.9%–77% 

C 76.9%–74% 

C- 73.9% - 70% 

D+ 69.9%–67% 

D 66.9%–64% 

D- 63.9% - 60% 

E 59.9%–0% 

 


