
Course Syllabus 
 

DANC 3015:  Materials of Dance 

Summer Intensive 2025 (3 credits), May 5-9th, 2025 (9am-4:00pm) 

Meet at PTAB 112 (Price Theatre Arts Building) 

Instructors:  Ashley Boyack (ashleyb.boyack@utah.edu) 801-213-2673 

Lynne Larson (lynne.larson@utah.edu) 801-450-8551 

  

Course Overview: 

This course familiarizes education majors with effective methods for utilizing creative 
movement within an elementary school classroom.  Through exploration, discussion, 
reflection, and practice, students will develop their own ideas and lesson plans 
incorporating creative movement that could be used in their own teaching environments.  

Within this week, intensive students will learn by doing, moving, creating, and thinking.  
They will be provided with creative movement lesson plans, integrated lessons, core 
curriculum work in Dance and other disciplines such as Math, Social Studies, Language 
Arts, Science, and learn methods for classroom management and promoting safe and 
healthy movement practices.  Each day, there will be opportunities for movement, 
discussion, observation, brainstorming, reading, written reflection, lesson planning, and 
practice peer training.  Observations of teachers teaching in the classroom via Zoom 
and discussions with master teachers have also been scheduled.  Students are asked 
to be present each day and participate fully. 

  



Please provide your own: Folder/binder to collect all class materials, writing utensils 
and notebook/journal, and water bottle. You will be provided with a 1-hour lunchtime to 
accommodate travel and eating.  

  

Please wear:  Comfortable clothing in which you can easily move (jeans & tighter pants 
not OK), Bare feet in the studio or socks.   

  

Only water bottles are allowed in the classroom.  No food or drinks or outside 
shoes. 

  

Course Objectives 

At the end of this course, students will… 

●​ Become familiar with effective methods for utilizing creative movement within 
an elementary school classroom. 

●​ Investigate their own connections to the movement and explore 
community-building opportunities through creative movement. 

●​ Learn about the basic elements of dance (body, energy, space, time) as well 
as methods for promoting safe and healthy movement practices. 

●​ View and discuss sample lesson plans for integrating dance with other 
subject areas. 

●​ Engage in a daily practice of moving, discussing, brainstorming,reading, 
reflecting in written form, lesson planning and practice peer teaching. 

●​ Observe and talk with a few master teachers off-site. 
●​ Develop your own ideas and lesson plans incorporating creative movement 

that could be used in your teaching environments. 

  

Please look at the modules for each day's activities, plans and assignments. 
Modules will be updated to reflect any schedule or location changes, so please to 
check these frequently. 



Course Requirements and Grading 

70 points – In-class projects and participation.  You will be asked to engage in a daily 
practice of moving, discussing, brainstorming, reading, writing, lesson planning, and 
practice peer teaching.  Your full, daily participation is a necessity.  In order to succeed 
in this aspect of the course, you must: 

●​ Come to class every day and on time. 
●​ Be mindfully engaged in the class. 
●​ Be prepared to explore through movement and creativity 
●​ Respect the learning and differences of others 
●​ Bring your questions and offer insights 
●​ Be in touch with the instructor should further questions or concerns arise. 
●​ Be present, on time and fully engaged with all off-site visits 

  

Final Assignments/Projects 

30 points – All assignments and projects due on May 9 by 11:59pm 

●​ Observation reflections – Keeps and grows for each observation 
●​ 4 complete integrated lesson plans – One from each of the following 

disciplines – Math, Science, Social Students and Language Arts. 
●​ Short essay on the importance of dance/movement in education and how you 

plan to integrate ideas learned into classroom learning. 1-2 pages 

  

Attendance Policy 

Due to the participatory nature of this class, attendance is mandatory.  Absences, 
lateness or leaving early are unacceptable.  Full and active participation is expected as 
we only have one week together as a class.  Classes will be held in PTAB 112 unless 
otherwise noted.  Directions to school observations will be added to Canvas as soon as 
they have been scheduled. 

  

Student Code of Conduct 



 “All students are expected to maintain professional behavior in the classroom setting, 
according to the University of Utah's Student Code of Conduct  
(http://regulations.utah.edu/academics/6-400.php 

Links to an external site. 

).  ‘Academic misconduct’ includes but is not limited to, cheating, misrepresenting one's 
work, inappropriately collaborating, plagiarism, and fabrication or falsification of 
information, as defined further below. It also includes facilitating academic misconduct 
by intentionally helping or attempting to help another to commit an act of academic 
misconduct.” 

  

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Statement 

The University of Utah seeks to provide equal access to its programs, services and 
activities for people with disabilities. If you will need accommodations in the class, 
reasonable prior notice needs to be given to the Center for Disability Services, 162 
Olpin Union Building, 581-5020 (V/TDD). CDS will work with you and the instructor to 
make arrangements for accommodations. All information in this course can be made 
available in alternative format with prior notification to the Center for Disability Services. 
(www.hr.utah.edu/oeo/ada/guide/faculty 

Links to an external site. 

) The Department of Modern Dance is committed to policies of equal opportunity and 
affirmative action and prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
religion, sex, sexual orientation, age or status as a Vietnam veteran, disabled veteran or 
person with a disability.  The departments seek to provide equal access to its programs, 
services and activities for people with disabilities.  Reasonable prior notice is needed to 
arrange accommodations.  Evidence of practice not consistent with these policies 
should be reported to the Office of Equal Opportunity and Affirmative Action, 581-8365 

  

Title IX makes it clear that violence and harassment based on sex and gender (which 
includes sexual orientation and gender identity/expression) is a Civil Rights offense 
subject to the same kinds of accountability and the same kinds of support applied to 
offenses against other protected categories such as race, national origin, color, religion, 

http://regulations.utah.edu/academics/6-400.php
http://regulations.utah.edu/academics/6-400.php
http://www.hr.utah.edu/oeo/ada/guide/faculty
http://www.hr.utah.edu/oeo/ada/guide/faculty


age, status as a person with a disability, veteran’s status or genetic information. If you or 
someone you know has been harassed or assaulted, you are encouraged to report it to 
the Title IX Coordinator in the Office of Equal Opportunity and Affirmative Action, 135 
Park Building, 801-581-8365, or the Office of the Dean of Students, 270 Union Building, 
801-581-7066.  For support and confidential consultation, contact the Center for Student 
Wellness, 426 SSB, 801-581-7776.  To report to the police, contact the Department of 
Public Safety, 801-585-2677(COPS).  

  

Wellness Statement 

Personal concerns such as stress, anxiety, relationship difficulties, depression, 
cross-cultural differences, etc., can interfere with a student’s ability to succeed and 
thrive at the University of Utah. For helpful resources contact the Center for Student 
Wellness - www.wellness.utah.edu; 801-581-7776. 

Links to other student resource centers:  Veterans Center 
http://veteranscenter.utah.edu/​
LGBT Resource Center  http://lgbt.utah.edu​
Women's Resource Center http://womenscenter.utah.edu//​
Learners of English as an Additional/Second Language 
http://linguistics.utah.edu/esl-program/​
The Writing Program (http://writing-program.utah.edu/);​
The Writing Center www.writingcenter.utah.edu. 587-9122.​
Center for Ethnic Student Affairs http://diversity.utah.edu/students/cesa​
American Indian Resource Center. http://diversity.utah.edu/students/airc/airc-mission  
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