
POLS 3440: 
Comparative Politics of the Middle East 

 
Fall 2025 
Syllabus 

Subject to change at the instructor’s discretion 
 

 
Course Description 
This course provides a comprehensive overview of contemporary politics in the Middle East 
and North Africa (MENA). We will explore a range of critical issues, including colonial 
legacies, authoritarianism, protests and revolutions, gender dynamics, economic 
development, oil rents, sectarianism, religion & politics, foreign interventions, and regional 
conflicts. In addition to examining these broad themes, we will delve into the specific 
political contexts of individual countries within the region. The course aims to enhance 
students’ understanding of both overarching trends and country-specific factors in the 
MENA region. Students will also gain insight into the fundamental tools and theories that 
social scientists use to analyze the Global South and authoritarian regimes. Classes will 
combine lectures with discussions of assigned readings and current events to facilitate a 
dynamic learning experience.  
 
Learning Objectives 
By the end of this course, you will be able to: 

• Understand Key Political Issues: Understand major political issues and trends 
affecting the Middle East and North Africa. 

• Examine Country-Specific Contexts: Examine the political contexts and 
developments in individual MENA countries. 

• Evaluate Existing Studies: Evaluate various social scientific theories and methods 
used to understand regional trends and political dynamics in the MENA region and 
the Global South. 

• Hone Research and Communication Skills: Develop critical analytical skills and use 
multiple perspectives to address unanswered questions affecting the region. 
Participate effectively in class discussions by articulating informed opinions, asking 
relevant questions, and engaging with assigned readings and current events related 
to MENA politics. 

 
Reading Materials 
All readings are available via Canvas to provide insights from a variety of sources as well as 
to save you money. 
 
Course Requirements and Grading 
Students must read the materials before class and be prepared to contribute to discussions. 
The grading scale is as follows: A = 93-100%, A- = 90-92%, B+ = 87-89%, B = 83-86%, B- = 80-



82%, C+ = 77-79%, C = 73-76%, C- = 70-72%, D = 60-69%, and F = below 60. Late 
submissions will be penalized by one-third of a letter grade (i.e., B+ to B) for every 24 hours 
past the deadline. Students will be evaluated based on the following criteria: 
 
1. Attendance, Participation, and News Postings (10%) 
Students are expected to attend class on time and contribute to class discussions. Leaving 
class early without the professor’s permission is not allowed, though exceptions may be 
made in cases of serious illness, religious observance, family emergencies, etc., with 
supporting documentation. 
 
You should complete all readings before class. Be prepared to demonstrate attentiveness 
and offer your point of view on the issues. Understanding each reading perfectly is not 
required, but it should be clear that you have done the reading and are engaged with the 
material. Asking insightful questions also counts. 
 
News postings: On the days your group is assigned to post news, you should pick a recent 
news article (posted within the last two weeks) to present. Choose something that interests 
you or that you are curious to learn more about. Be prepared to introduce the news briefly 
and discuss why it is important. Include any other relevant points and questions you would 
like to raise. Presentations should be informal and last 2–3 minutes, followed by a brief class 
discussion. 
 
2. Film Response (3% each; 15%)  
Your response (1 paragraph) should include: (1) your interpretation of the film’s message 
and whether you agree or disagree (and why), (2) something new or important you learned, 
AND (3) discussion question that we will use in class; try to answer your own question in the 
response if possible. 
 
3. Map Quiz (10%) 
You’ll be given a blank map and asked to fill in the names of the countries (with correct 
spellings), their capitals, and their country classification (see the World Bank). There will be 
no make-up quiz, though exceptions may be made with supporting documents. 
 
4. Exams (Exam 1: 20%, Exam 2: 30%; total 50%) 
Exam 1 (in-class) and Exam 2 (take-home) will assess your understanding of course 
materials, including lectures, readings, films, and discussions. Exams will consist of 
identifications, short answers, and essays. You may discuss questions with peers but may 
NOT collaborate on written answers. All answers must be in your own words, and the use of 
generative AI tools is not allowed. More details will be announced as they approach.  
 
5. Country Presentation (15%) 
At the end of the semester, we will have two days for group presentations. Each presentation 
will last about 10 minutes and should address: (1) domestically, what have been the major 
political developments in your country this semester? AND (2) internationally, how is the 

https://datatopics.worldbank.org/world-development-indicators/the-world-by-income-and-region.html


country’s relationship with the US, China, and Russia, and how has it evolved? More details 
will be announced as they approach. 
 
 

Course Policies 
 
Class Preparation: Students must complete all readings before class. Lectures may not 
reiterate all material in the readings.  
 
Current Events: We will begin some classes with a discussion of current events from the 
MENA region. Students are expected to read the news regularly and participate. To stay 
informed, I recommend the following sources (beyond the standard sources such as BBC, 
France 24, or The New York Times): 

• Jadaliyya: http://www.jadaliyya.com/ 
• Al-Monitor: http://www.al-monitor.com/  
• Foreign Policy: http://foreignpolicy.com/channel/middle-east-africa/ 

 
Grade Disputes: To dispute a grade, students must submit a written explanation within one 
week of receiving the assignment. Reassessments do not guarantee a higher grade. 
 
Electronics Policy: The use of phones is prohibited. Laptops and tablets are allowed for 
notetaking but do not let them district others (and yourself). 
 
Canvas: Students are responsible for checking Canvas for class materials and assignments. 
 
Keeping in Touch: Email is the best way to reach me; allow 48 hours for a response. Please 
communicate with me. If you are experiencing any difficulties affecting your performance, 
do let me know.  
 
Course Content Warning: This course engages with a range of sensitive and potentially 
distressing topics related to politics of the Middle East and North Africa. Though essential 
for a comprehensive understanding of the region, certain topics may evoke strong emotions. 
I encourage you to approach these topics with an open mind.  
 
Higher education aims to challenge students and expose them to new and sometimes 
uncomfortable ideas. Discomfort can be an integral part of this learning process, but your 
mental and emotional health is also important. If you have concerns or need assistance, 
please do not hesitate to contact me or utilize the university’s support services (see 
“Supports for Students” below).  
 
Although you are responsible for completing all class requirements and assignments, 
accommodations are available to support your well-being and academic success. 
 

http://www.jadaliyya.com/
http://www.al-monitor.com/
http://foreignpolicy.com/channel/middle-east-africa/


Respect for Diversity: It is my intent that students from all diverse backgrounds and 
perspectives be well-served by this course, and their learning needs be addressed both 
in and out of class. In our structured and unstructured discussions and dialogues, we will 
have many opportunities to explore some challenging issues and increase our 
understandings of diverse perspectives. The success of this class relies on the participation, 
support, and mutual understanding, even when we encounter disagreements.  
 
I encourage you to speak up and share your views, with the understanding that this is a 
learning environment where respectful engagement and regard for dignity are essential. Our 
conversations may sometimes be difficult, and we may make mistakes in how we speak and 
listen. We will need patience, courage, imagination, and other qualities to effectively engage 
with our texts and films as well as our own ideas and experiences. Above all, respect for 
others is crucial. 
 
 

University Policies 
 
The Americans with Disabilities Act: Your experience in this class is very important to me. 
If you have a disability that affects your academic performance, please let me know as 
soon as possible. The University of Utah seeks to provide equal access to its programs, 
services, and activities for people with disabilities. If you will need accommodations in this 
class, reasonable prior notice needs to be given to the Center for Disability & Access, 162 
Olpin Union Building, (801) 581-5020. CDS will work with you and the instructor to make 
arrangements for accommodations. All written information in this course can be made 
available in an alternative format with prior notification to the Center for Disability & Access. 
Please note that given the nature of this course, attendance is required and adjustments will 
only be permitted as required by Policy 6-100(III)(O). If you need to seek an ADA 
accommodation to request an exception to this attendance policy due to a disability, please 
contact the Center for Disability and Access (CDA). CDA will work with us to determine what, 
if any, ADA accommodations are reasonable and appropriate. In compliance with ADA 
requirements, some students may need to record course content. Any recordings of course 
content are for personal use only, should not be shared, and should not be made publicly 
available. In addition, recordings should be destroyed at the conclusion of the course. 
 
University Safety Statement: The University of Utah values the safety of all campus 
community members. To report suspicious activity or to request a courtesy escort, call 
campus police at 801-585-COPS (801-585-2677). You will receive important emergency 
alerts and safety messages regarding campus safety via text message. For more information 
regarding safety and to view available training resources, including helpful videos, visit 
https://safeu.utah.edu    
 
Addressing Sexual Misconduct: Title IX makes it clear that violence and harassment based 
on sex and gender (including sexual orientation and gender identity/expression) is a civil 
rights offense subject to the same kinds of accountability and the same kinds of support 

https://disability.utah.edu/
https://safeu.utah.edu/


applied to offenses against other protected categories such as race, national origin, color, 
religion, age, status as a person with a disability, veteran’s status or genetic information.   If 
you or someone you know has been harassed or assaulted, you are encouraged to report it 
to the Title IX Coordinator in the Office of Equal Opportunity and Affirmative Action, 383 
South University Street, 801-581-8365, or the Office of the Dean of Students, 270 Union 
Building, 801-581-7066.  For support and confidential consultation, contact the Center for 
Student Wellness, 426 SSB, 801-581-7776.  To report to the police, contact the Department 
of Public Safety, 801-585-2677(COPS). 
 
Lauren’s Promise: Lauren’s Promise is a vow that anyone – faculty, staff, students, parents, 
and community members – can take to indicate to others that they represent a safe haven 
for sharing incidents of sexual assault, domestic violence, or stalking. Anyone who makes 
Lauren’s Promise vows to: 1.) listen to and believe those individuals who are being 
threatened or experiencing sexual assault, dating violence or stalking; 2.) represent a safe 
haven for sharing incidents of sexual assault, domestic violence, or stalking; and 3.) change 
campus culture that responds poorly to dating violence and stalking. By making Lauren’s 
Promise, individuals are helping to change campus cultures that respond poorly to dating 
violence and stalking throughout the nation. 
 
Academic Misconduct Statement: It is expected that students adhere to University of Utah 
policies regarding academic honesty, including but not limited to refraining from cheating, 
plagiarizing, misrepresenting one's work, and/or inappropriately collaborating. This 
includes the use of generative artificial intelligence (AI) tools without citation, 
documentation, or authorization. Students are expected to adhere to the prescribed 
professional and ethical standards of the profession/discipline for which they are preparing. 
Any student who engages in academic dishonesty or who violates the professional and 
ethical standards for their profession/discipline may be subject to academic sanctions as 
per the University of Utah’s Student Code: https://regulations.utah.edu/academics/6-
410.php  
 
Drop/Withdrawal Policies: Students may drop a course within the first two weeks of a given 
semester without any penalties. Students may officially withdraw (W) from a class or all 
classes after the drop deadline through the midpoint of a course. A “W” grade is recorded 
on the transcript and appropriate tuition/fees are assessed. The grade “W” is not used in 
calculating the student’s GPA. For deadlines to withdraw from full-term, first, and second 
session classes, see the U's Academic Calendar.  
 
Supports for Students: Your success at the University of Utah is important to all of us here! 
If you feel like you need extra support in academics, overcoming personal difficulties, or 
finding community, the U is here for you. Please refer to the Student Support Services page 
for the U for updated information. 
 
Basic Needs Student Support Statement: To learn effectively, students’ wellness and 
safety must first be supported. Together, we can work to meet these basic needs. 

https://regulations.utah.edu/academics/6-410.php
https://regulations.utah.edu/academics/6-410.php
https://studentaffairs.utah.edu/
https://studentaffairs.utah.edu/


Success at The University of Utah includes learning about and using available resources. 
The Basic Needs Collective (BNC) is a coordinated resource referral hub. They educate 
about and connect students to campus and community resources to help them meet their 
basic needs. As a central location for resource referrals related to food, housing, health 
insurance, managing finances, legal services, mental health, etc., any student experiencing 
difficulty with basic needs is encouraged to contact them. Drop into their office located in 
the Union basement or schedule with them online for an in-person or virtual visit through 
their webpage: https://basicneeds.utah.edu/. If you’re having trouble with any aspects of 
wellness, please contact the Center for Campus Wellness (wellness@sa.utah.edu or 801-
581-7776). Students dealing with heightened feelings of sadness or hopelessness, thoughts 
of harm or suicide, or increased anxiety may schedule an appointment at the University 
Counseling Center (counselingcenter@sa.utah.edu or 801-581-6826). 
 
Other Student Resources 

• Learning Center: https://learningcenter.utah.edu/ 
• Writing Center: https://writingcenter.utah.edu/writing-resources/index.php  
• Student Code: http://regulations.utah.edu/academics/6-400.php 
• Accommodation Policy (see Section Q): http://regulations.utah.edu/academics/6-

100.php 
 

 
Topics and Readings 

 
Class Date Topic Questions to 

Consider 
Due Before Class 

(Readings and Assignments) 
1 8/19 Introduction  - What is the 

“Middle East”?  
- How did the 
phrase emerge, and 
what image does it 
convey? 

 

2 8/21 Colonialism and 
its Legacies 
 
Current Events 
 
 

- What role did the 
Hussein-McMahon 
letters and the 
Sykes-Picot 
agreement play in 
the making of the 
modern MENA?  
- Why was pan-
Arabism popular in 
the 1950s–60s? 
- What were some 
obstacles to Arab 
unity? 

Group 1: Post News (Due by 10AM) 
 
Read the Syllabus! 
 
Al-Jazeera. 2016. “A Century On: 
Why Arabs Resent Sykes-Picot.” 
 
Al-Jazeera. 2008. “Arab Unity: 
Nasser’s Revolution.” 
 
 

https://basicneeds.utah.edu/index.php
https://basicneeds.utah.edu/
https://wellness.utah.edu/
https://counselingcenter.utah.edu/
https://counselingcenter.utah.edu/
mailto:counselingcenter@sa.utah.edu
https://learningcenter.utah.edu/
https://writingcenter.utah.edu/writing-resources/index.php
http://regulations.utah.edu/academics/6-400.php
http://regulations.utah.edu/academics/6-100.php
http://regulations.utah.edu/academics/6-100.php
https://interactive.aljazeera.com/aje/2016/sykes-picot-100-years-middle-east-map/index.html
https://interactive.aljazeera.com/aje/2016/sykes-picot-100-years-middle-east-map/index.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2008/6/20/arab-unity-nassers-revolution
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2008/6/20/arab-unity-nassers-revolution


3 8/26 Independence & 
Pan-Arabism 
 
Map Quiz 
 

- Why was pan-
Arabism popular in 
the 1950s–60s? 
- What were some 
obstacles to Arab 
unity? 
- How did colonial 
legacies shape the 
Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict? 

Study for the Map Quiz 
 
Watch Video: The Israel-Palestine 
conflict: a brief, simple history 
 

4 8/28 
 

Arab-Israeli 
Conflict  

  

5 9/2 Arab-Israeli 
Conflict II 
 
 

- What role has the 
US played in the 
conflict? 
- What is the future 
of the two-state 
solution? 

The New York Times. 2024. “The 
Road to 1948.” 
 
Robinson, Kali. 2024. “What is 
Hamas?” Council on Foreign 
Relations. 
 
Lynch, Mark, and Shibley Telhami, 
2024. “The Two-State Mirage.” 
 
See Figures: The Israel-Hamas war – 
in maps and charts 
 
Watch: 5 Broken Cameras 
Content Warning: Graphic images 
and videos of violence and trauma 
 
Film Response Due before class on 
9/9 
 
Film Response Due:  
5 Broken Cameras 
 

6 9/4 Iranian 
Revolution & 
Sectartianism 
 
Current Events 
 

- What were the 
causes of the 1979 
revolution? 
- What are the 
aftermaths of the 
Iranian Revolution 
across the MENA 
and the US? 

Group 2: Post News (Due by 10AM) 
 
Bethany Allen-Ebrahimian, 2017. 
“64 Years Later, CIA Finally Releases 
Details of Iranian Coup,” Foreign 
Policy. 
 
Encyclopaedia Britannica. 2023. 
“Iranian Revolution.” 
 
BBC. 2019. “Iranian women - before 
and after the Islamic Revolution.”  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iRYZjOuUnlU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iRYZjOuUnlU
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2024/02/01/magazine/israel-founding-palestinian-conflict.html?unlocked_article_code=1.SE0.BSXf.7NI_Z9-4ysAe&bgrp=g&smid=url-share
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2024/02/01/magazine/israel-founding-palestinian-conflict.html?unlocked_article_code=1.SE0.BSXf.7NI_Z9-4ysAe&bgrp=g&smid=url-share
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/what-hamas
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/what-hamas
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/israel/two-state-mirage-gaza-palestinians-lynch
https://www.ft.com/content/42bbe534-8a0d-4ba8-9cc6-f84936d87196?segmentId=2c1df321-36a4-1206-2c08-112c059dd69d
https://www.ft.com/content/42bbe534-8a0d-4ba8-9cc6-f84936d87196?segmentId=2c1df321-36a4-1206-2c08-112c059dd69d
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T7RxpwH_its
https://foreignpolicy.com/2017/06/20/64-years-later-cia-finally-releases-details-of-iranian-coup-iran-tehran-oil/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2017/06/20/64-years-later-cia-finally-releases-details-of-iranian-coup-iran-tehran-oil/
https://www.britannica.com/event/Iranian-Revolution
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-47032829
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-47032829


7 9/9 
 
 

Virtual Class 
 
Authoritarianism 
 
 

- How have 
autocratic regimes 
in the MENA 
survived for so long? 

 
Eva Bellin. 2004. “The Robustness of 
Authoritarianism in the Middle East: 
Exceptionalism in Comparative 
Perspective.” Comparative Politics. 

 9/11 No Class 
 

  
  

8 9/16 Economic 
Development & 
Oil 
 
 

- What are the 
consequences of 
high (perceptions 
of) corruption? 
- How do oil 
economies provide 
social welfare? 

Lydia Assoud. 2020. “Inequality and 
its Discontents in the Middle East.” 
Malcolm H. Kerr Carnegie Middle 
East Center. 
 
Al Hussein, Mira and Eman 
Alhussein. 2021. “The Social 
Contract and Post-Oil Dilemma in 
Saudi Arabia and the UAE.” Carnegie 
Sada.  

9 9/18 Political Islam 
 

- What explains the 
rise of political 
Islam?  
- How are Islamists 
shaped by 
participation in 
elections? 

Gaub, Florence. 2014. “Islam and 
Islamists: A Very Short 
Introduction.” European Union 
Institute for Security Studies. 
 
Wright, Robin. 2015. “A Short 
History of Islamism. Newsweek. 

10 9/23 Sectarianism 
 

- What are the roots 
of Sunni-Shia 
conflict?  

Film Response Due: Losing Iraq 
Content Warning: Graphic images 
and videos of violence and trauma 

11 9/25 9/11 and the War 
on Terror 
 
 
 

- What factors 
contributed to 9/11? 
- What factors 
facilitated the rise of 
ISIS? 
- [Debate] Should 
the US have invaded 
Iraq and 
Afghanistan?  

Group 3: Post News (Due by 10AM) 
 
Robert Pear. 1988. “Arming Afghan 
Guerillas: A Huge Effort Led by U.S.” 
The New York Times.  
 
European Parliament. 2015. 
“Understanding jihad and jihadism.” 
 
bin Laden, Osama. 2002. “Letter to 
America.”  

12 9/30 Women I 
 
Current Events 
 
Handout:  
Exam 1 
Study Guide 

- What roles do 
Islam and oil play in 
women’s 
advancement? 
 

 
Ross, Michael. 2004. The Oil Curse. 
Ch. 4. Read pp. 111-132. Skim rest.  

https://carnegieendowment.org/research/2020/04/inequality-and-its-discontents-in-the-middle-east?lang=en&center=middle-east
https://carnegieendowment.org/research/2020/04/inequality-and-its-discontents-in-the-middle-east?lang=en&center=middle-east
https://carnegieendowment.org/sada/2021/08/the-social-contract-and-post-oil-dilemma-in-saudi-arabia-and-the-uae?lang=en
https://carnegieendowment.org/sada/2021/08/the-social-contract-and-post-oil-dilemma-in-saudi-arabia-and-the-uae?lang=en
https://carnegieendowment.org/sada/2021/08/the-social-contract-and-post-oil-dilemma-in-saudi-arabia-and-the-uae?lang=en
https://www.iss.europa.eu/sites/default/files/EUISSFiles/Brief_28_Islamism.pdf
https://www.iss.europa.eu/sites/default/files/EUISSFiles/Brief_28_Islamism.pdf
https://www.iss.europa.eu/sites/default/files/EUISSFiles/Brief_28_Islamism.pdf
https://www.newsweek.com/short-history-islamism-298235
https://www.newsweek.com/short-history-islamism-298235
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/losing-iraq/
https://www.nytimes.com/1988/04/18/world/arming-afghan-guerrillas-a-huge-effort-led-by-us.html
https://www.nytimes.com/1988/04/18/world/arming-afghan-guerrillas-a-huge-effort-led-by-us.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2015/557007/EPRS_ATA(2015)557007_EN.pdf


13 10/2 Women II + 
Experimental 
Methods 

- Why and how have 
authoritarian 
regimes exploited 
women’s rights? 
- How do we use an 
experiment in social 
sciences? 

Noh, Yuree, Sharan Grewal, and M. 
Tahir Kilavuz. 2023. “Regime 
Support and Gender Quotas in 
Autocracies.” American Political 
Science Review.  

 10/7 Fall Break 

 

 

 10/9 Fall Break  

 
 10/14 No Class   
14 10/16 Exam 1  

(In-Class) 
  

15 10/21 The Arab 
Uprisings I: 
Republics 

- What factors led to 
the 2011 Arab 
uprisings? 
- Why has (had?) 
Tunisia emerged as 
the one success 
story? 
- Why did Egypt’s 
democratic 
transition fail? 

Group 4: Post News (Due by 10AM) 
 
Film Response Due: The Square 
(Click “Films on Demand” under 
“View Online”) 
Content Warning: Graphic images 
and videos of violence and trauma 
 
 
 
 
 

16 10/23 The Arab 
Uprisings II: 
Monarchies 
 
Current Events 
 
 
 

- How did the 
monarchies survive 
the Arab Spring?  

 
Yom, Sean, and F. Gregory Gause III. 
2012 “Resilient Royals: How Arab 
Monarchies Hang On.” Journal of 
Democracy 23 (4): 74-88. 
 
Noh, Yuree, and Marwa Shalaby. 
2016. “Kuwaitis voted Saturday. 
Opposition gains send a strong 
signal about the economy.” The 
Washington Post. 

17 10/28  The Syrian Civil 
War and the 
Refugee Crisis 
 

- Why were Syrians 
protesters unable to 
topple the Assad 
regime?  
- How did the Syrian 
Civil War lead to the 
Refugee Crisis in 
Europe? 
 

Country Selection Due 
 
Steven Heydemann, “Syria and the 
Future of Authoritarianism,” Journal 
of Democracy 24:4 (2013), pp. 59-
73.  
 
Skim: Fargues, Philippe and 
Christine Fandrich. 2019. “Migration 

https://utah-primoprod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/dtufc4/UUU_ALMA51544128470002001
https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/15-arab-monarchies-gause-yom.pdf
https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/15-arab-monarchies-gause-yom.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2016/11/29/kuwaitis-voted-saturday-opposition-gains-send-a-strong-signal-about-the-economy/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2016/11/29/kuwaitis-voted-saturday-opposition-gains-send-a-strong-signal-about-the-economy/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2016/11/29/kuwaitis-voted-saturday-opposition-gains-send-a-strong-signal-about-the-economy/
https://cadmus.eui.eu/bitstream/handle/1814/23504/MPC-RR-2012-09.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y


after the Arab Spring.” Migration 
Policy Centre. 

18 10/30 Conflicts in Libya 
and Yemen  
 

- Why did Libya and 
Yemen descend into 
civil wars? 

Group 5: Post News (Due by 10AM) 
 
Film Response Due: For Sama 
Content Warning: Graphic images 
and videos of violence and trauma 
 

19 11/4 The Arab 
Uprisings III: 
Aftermath 
 
Current Events 

- What factors led to 
the Arab Spring 2.0 
in 2019? 
 

 
Abadeer, Caroline and Yuree Noh. 
2019. “Protests are growing in 
Algeria. Are these seeds of a real 
change?” The Washington Post.  
 
Grewal, Sharan. 2021. “Why Sudan 
Succeeded Where Algeria Failed.” 
Journal of Democracy. 

20 11/6 The GCC, Iran, 
and the New 
Middle East Cold 
War 
 
 

- What is the “New 
Middle East Cold 
War”? 
- Should the US 
reassess its 
relations with Saudi 
Arabia? If so, how? 

Film Response Due: The Dissident 
Content Warning: Graphic images 
and videos of violence and trauma 
 

21 11/11 Turkey under 
Erdogan 
 
Current Events 

- How has President 
Erdogan been able 
to stay in power for 
so long?  
- How has it 
affected Turkey-US 
relationship? 

 
Galib Bashirov and Caroline 
Lancaster. 2018. “End of 
moderation: the radicalization of 
AKP in Turkey.” Democratization 25 
(7): 1210-1230. 

22 11/13 Israel under 
Netanyahu 
 
 

- To what extent has 
Israel seen 
democratic 
backsliding? 

Group 6: Post News (Due by 10AM) 
 
Gidron, Noam. 2023. “Why Israeli 
Democracy is in Crisis.” Journal of 
Democracy. 
 

23 11/18 Exam 2 
(In-Class) 

 Group 7: Post News (Due by 10AM) 
 

24 11/20 Attitudes Toward 
the US; Russia 
and China in the 
MENA  
 
Handout:  

- What are the 
determinants of 
Anti-Americanism in 
the Middle East?  
- How have Russia 
and China 
expanded their 

Jamal, Amaney A. 2014. “Lost in the 
Middle East.” Cairo Review.  
 
Walt, Stephen M. “America Is a Root 
Cause of Israel and Palestine’s 
Latest War.” Foreign Policy.  
 
 

https://cadmus.eui.eu/bitstream/handle/1814/23504/MPC-RR-2012-09.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
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https://muse.jhu.edu/pub/1/article/900431/pdf?casa_token=gCSZQXybtawAAAAA:oq1dLchpB3XH_aB58-BWCC9vVyFqg7ZCoCRElcy95NkO4d8ytx-zgLQrfg53UoIb3eh_FEU
https://foreignpolicy.com/2023/10/18/america-root-cause-war-israel-gaza-palestine/
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Country 
Presentation 
Guide 
 

influence in the 
region? 
- How does it affect 
US foreign policy in 
the region? 

Smagin, Nikita. 2023. “Middle 
Eastern Influence Is Growing Fast in 
Russia.” Carnegie Endowment. 
 
Hill, Fiona and Kevin Huggard. 2024. 
“Commentary What is Russia’s role 
in the Israel-Gaza crisis?” The 
Brookings Institute. 

 11/25 Thanksgiving; 
No Class 

 

Work on country presentations! 

 11/27 Thanksgiving; 
No Class 

 

 

25 12/2 Country 
Presentations 
 
 

 Presentation Slides Due (All Groups)  

26 12/4 Country 
Presentations 

  

 12/12   Country Project Part II Due (Due by 
5pm via Canvas) 

 

https://carnegieendowment.org/politika/91028
https://carnegieendowment.org/politika/91028
https://carnegieendowment.org/politika/91028
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/what-is-russias-role-in-the-israel-gaza-crisis/
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/what-is-russias-role-in-the-israel-gaza-crisis/
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