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Prof. Tabitha Benney 

Email:  t.benney@utah.edu 

Phone Number:  801-581-6781 

Office:  GC 3485G  

Office Hours:  By appointment 

 University of Utah 

School of Public Affairs 

Class Time:  T/TH 3:40-5:00 PM 

Location: Library, Rm 1150 

 

 

Fall 2025 

 

POLS 5322:  Environmental Politics and Policy Making 

 

 

Description: This course investigates the modern history of environmental politics and explores a 

range of policy regimes including climate change, air quality, chemicals and toxics, natural 

resource regimes, energy systems, nuclear energy, energy politics and Tribal sovereignty. During 

this course, we will explore lessons about success and failure and consider the innovation needed to 

assure durable policies in this area. Each issue area will help to illustrate the opportunities and 

obstacles regimes face in the process of environmental politics. Arguments focusing on population, 

economic development, income inequality, and sustainability will also be discussed and analyzed. 

We will consider a range of perspectives and notions of valuing the environmental goods around 

us. Ultimately, the goal is to create a toolbox of perspectives to help key stakeholders, like yourself, 

evaluate, design, legislate, and implement key policy programs associated with complex 

environmental issues.    

 

 

Learning Objectives: By the end of this course, students will be able to: 

• Demonstrate both depth and breadth about general concepts, theories, and methods used in 

the study of environmental politics and sustainability. 

• Utilize systems thinking, life cycle analysis, and other concepts and tools to analyze the 

complex interconnections among social, economic, and environmental systems. 

• Communicate and collaborate across disciplinary boundaries. 

• Formulate and express arguments clearly and cogently both orally and in writing. 

• Reflect deeply about the ethical practice of sustainability (e.g., recognize inherent conflicts 

of interest, trade-offs, and moral dilemmas, and demonstrate an ability to weigh the pros 

and cons of complex sustainability strategies, recognize different stakeholder perspectives, 

and understand that costs and benefits are not equally distributed). 

• Imagine, evaluate, and implement visions of sustainable practices and values through the 

translation of knowledge of sustainability into actions for sustainability. 

• Identify, analyze, and evaluate information on topics related to environmental politics and 

sustainability from a variety of perspectives. 

 

Zoom Link and Details 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81158227973?pwd=Px6a6tlhHLFPIKlbtI0GX5iiW1mBax.1 

Meeting ID: 811 5822 7973 

Passcode: 1234567 

 

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kba8aE3UZw 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81158227973?pwd=Px6a6tlhHLFPIKlbtI0GX5iiW1mBax.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kba8aE3UZw
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Required Readings: The textbooks for this course can be purchased online. 

• (EP) Michael E. Kraft (Editor), Barry G. Rabe (Editor), Norman J. Vig (Editors), 

(2024). Environmental Policy: New Directions   for the Twenty-first century. 

Thousand Oaks, CA: CQ Press (12th edition). 

• In addition to the textbooks, additional readings have been assigned from other 

sources.  All these additional materials are included on Canvas. 

 

 

Student Learning Assessments  

The students will be evaluated based on the following: 

• Critical Commentary #1:  Due September 18 at 2:3:20 pm (25%) 

• Critical Commentary #2:  October 21 at 3:20 pm (25%) 

• Reading Quiz:  Due October 28 at 5:00 pm (10%) 

• Individual Online Commentary Assignment:  Due November 25 at 3:20 pm (10%) 

• Regime Evaluation Assignment:  Due December 11, at 11:59 pm (30%) 

• Extra Credit:  Attend an approved event or talk – TBD (3 points added to final grade) 

 

 

Critical Commentary #1 and #2 –Due September 18 and October 21 (25% each):   

Over the course of the semester, you will submit two critical commentaries, each worth 25% of 

your final grade.  The critical commentaries are both due online before the start of class (2:00 

pm).  Late papers will be accepted by email for up to 48 hours, but will receive a letter grade 

deduction every 12 hours for tardiness. For graduate students, papers should be 7-8 pages, plus 

reference list. All papers should be double-spaced with normal 1” margins and 12 pt., Times New 

Roman font.  All papers should include in-text citations and a full bibliography.   

 

Each commentary offers you the opportunity to reflect on, and critically evaluate, the strengths 

and weaknesses of a chosen topic of interest to you from the readings provided.  These are 

relatively short commentaries, so you will want to make sure that they are well-written and packed 

with thoughtful and relevant, but concisely expressed ideas that have multiple connections to 

concepts from the course readings. In grading your commentaries, I will evaluate the ideas you 

present, how you link your ideas to course materials and how well the paper is organized and 

executed.  A rubric is available on Canvas for further information. 

 

 

Reading and Lecture Quiz (online) – Due October 28 at 5:00 pm (10%) 

This online quiz will test your understanding of the readings and lecture for the topic of 

Technology Solutions (II): The Innovation Challenge.  Please read the assigned readings and 

review the video lecture for this week. You should not start your quiz until you are fully prepared 

as you only have 45 minutes to take the quiz.  The online quiz will only be available for credit 

until the end of the class period (5 pm), but will be accessible a week in advance in case you 

want to take it early. After this time, you will no longer be able to take the quiz for credit. 
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Individual Online Commentary Assignment – Due November 25 at 3:20 pm (10%) 

For this assignment, be sure to do the readings on The Politics of Energy.   

Next, watch the following two short films:   

• Biofuels 101:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZGmwtDffc74 

• Biofuels: The Answer or The Problem? (Market Oracle):  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t_Fw6y4T3Po 

 

Based on the course readings, lectures, and what you have seen in these films:  Do you support 

biofuel use in the United States?  Why or why not?  Using evidence from your readings and the 

class lecture, write a 2-3 paragraph critique (in Times New Roman 12 pt font) noting three key 

reasons you are for or against biofuel use.   

 

POST YOUR CRITIQUE TO CANVAS BY November 25 at 3:20 pm. 

 

 

Regime Evaluation Assignment – Due December 11 at 11:59 pm (30%) 

The purpose of this assignment is to have you analyze and explain the formation and effectiveness 

of an environmental policy/regime. I expect you to use the information you have learned in this 

class and to also do a substantial amount of outside reading in working on this paper.  For your 

final course assignment, begin with the readings on Effective Environmental Regimes 

(November 2 class). Next, use the readings from this topic to evaluate one of the environmental 

regimes discussed in Part 4 of this class. You may either discuss why the regime should be 

considered effective or you may suggest ways the regime could be realistically changed to make 

it more effective.  In either case, be sure to use evidence from the readings to support your work. Be 

sure to include a citation by Superman. 

Your regime evaluation is due on Canvas by 11:59 pm on December 11.  Late papers will be 

accepted by email for up to 48 hours, but will receive a deduction for tardiness.  

For graduate students, the paper should be 10-12 pages. All essays should be double-spaced 

with normal 1” margins and 12 pt., Times New Roman font.  All papers must include in-text 

citation and a full bibliography (not included in the page length) – any style of formatting is 

acceptable.  Since space is limited, make sure your paper is well written and packed with concisely 

expressed ideas that makes use of the concepts from the course readings.  

 

Papers will be graded on the quality of the arguments you present (especially theoretical 

arguments), the evidence you muster to support your arguments, and your skill in writing. A 

grading rubric for this assignment is available on Canvas.   

 

Extra Credit Events (Must be pre-approved) 

Attendance at these events is not mandatory, but students that sign in at the talk will receive three 

points added to their final grade at the end of the semester. 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZGmwtDffc74
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t_Fw6y4T3Po
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Sustainability Course Attribute 

This course fulfills the University of Utah requirements for the sustainability course attribute. 

Specially, the four UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) that will be explored in this course 

are: 

• Goal 7: Affordable and Clean Energy - https://sdgs.un.org/topics/energy 

• Goal 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities - https://sdgs.un.org/topics/sustainable-

cities-and-human-settlements 

• Goal 12:  Responsible Consumption and Production - https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal12 

• Goal 17:  Partnerships for the goals - https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal17 

 

For instance, Goal 7 is addressed throughout the course. We explore the history of the original 

“Seven” sisters of the oil industry along with OPEC. Later in the course, we explore energy 

systems, transitions, electrification, renewables, and nuclear energy. Goal 11 is also informed by 

a class specifically on sustainable cities, but this topic is also integrated throughout the course. 

Goal 12 is a constant theme with three days of lecture devoted to introducing this topic in detail. 

The latter half of the course also heavily emphasizes this concept. Since this course covers a wide 

range of environmental topics and recognizes the coupled nature of human and natural systems on 

a global scale, it also aligns with Goal 17, which is critical for knowing how do we create the 

organizational behavior needed to address pressing policy issues. 

 

The Student Learning Objectives and Outcomes for this course are also linked to these and others 

SDGs. For example, Learning Objective 1 from the course is to “Identify, analyze, and evaluate 

information on topics related to environmental politics and sustainability from a variety of 

perspectives.” This hits on Goal 7, Goal 11, Goal 12, and Goal 17. The Critical Commentary 

assignments for this course use these skills combined with the knowledge of the various policy 

regimes touched on in the course, to evaluate key concepts in Environmental Politics. Likewise, 

Objective 2 is also closely attached to these and other SDGs.  Here, we expect students to “reflect 

deeply about the ethical practice of sustainability (e.g., conflicts   of interest, trade-offs, and moral 

dilemmas), weigh its pros and cons, and also acknowledge that its benefits are not equally 

distributed.” Again, this hits on all the selected SDGs, but also on others like Goal 1: No Poverty, 

Goal 3: Good Health and Well Being, Goal 6:  Clean Water and Sanitation, or Goal 9:  Industry, 

Innovation, and Infrastructure. To evaluate this skill, we will explore a range of cases to learn 

about what has worked and what has not. Regime structures and stakeholder are also identified to 

understand their role policy. Then, students will practice this skill in the Regime Evaluation at the 

end of the course.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://sdgs.un.org/topics/energy
https://sdgs.un.org/topics/sustainable-cities-and-human-settlements
https://sdgs.un.org/topics/sustainable-cities-and-human-settlements
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal12
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Course Related Policies 

 

Key information about class papers and assignments 

• Most assignments for this class are due online before the start of class (3:20 pm).  

Late papers will be accepted by email for up to 48 hours, but will receive a deduction for 

tardiness every 12 hours that the assignment is late.  

• Each of the three papers should be double-spaced with normal 1” margins and 12 pt., 

Times New Roman font. Text beyond this spacing, font size, and page length will not be 

considered for your grade. Please be precise, concise, and specific in your writing. 

• Please use APA style unless you have a strong preference for a different citation 

style. All papers must include in-text citations and a full bibliography.   

• In grading your papers, I will evaluate the ideas you present, how you link your ideas to 

course materials, and how well the paper is organized and executed.  

• Please be sure to incorporate the course readings into your work.  

 

Attendance Policy:  Given the nature of this course, attendance is required and adjustments will 

only be permitted as required by Policy 6-100, Section III.O. If you need to seek an ADA 

accommodation to request an exception to this attendance policy due to a disability, please 

contact the Center for Disability and Access (CDA). CDA will work with us to determine what, 

if any, ADA accommodations are reasonable and appropriate. 

 

Make-up Assignments: All graded assignments and exams are due at the beginning of class on 

the date due.  No make-up tests, paper deadline extensions, or incompletes will be given except 

in cases of documented illness or documented sudden personal emergency. Extended 

assignments and make-up exams must be submitted within ten days of the excused absence. 

 

Contested Grades:  If you feel your grade does not accurately reflect the expected grade, please 

email me in advance of coming to my office hours.  In this email, please state the exact questions 

or points you feel justify an adjustment to your grade and we can discuss it further from there.  

Please be aware, if you are requesting a regrade, the entire assignment will be evaluated again.  

This means that your grade can be lowered as well as raised.  The new grade will be final.  Any 

contested grades must be submitted within 10 days of being returned to the student.  After this 

point, all grades are final.  I appreciate your cooperation in this matter. 

 

Academic honesty is taken very seriously in this course. The University of Utah’s policies 

pertaining to Academic Misconduct and Dishonesty will be carefully observed and strictly 

enforced in this class. Students will be held responsible for all academic policies and procedures 

listed in the Student Handbook, including plagiarism. The use of generative AI tools (such as 

ChatGPT, DALL-E, etc.) are not permitted in this class; therefore, any use of AI tools for 

work in this class will be considered a violation of the Academic Honesty policy and 

Student Conduct Code, since the work is not your own. Any misconduct will result in a 

failing grade for that assignment and may also result in a failing grade for the course. This policy 

can be found here http://www.admin.utah.edu/ppmanual/8/8-10.html or here 

http://regulations.utah.edu/academics/6-400.php.  Please review this information and contact me 

if you have ANY questions. 

 

 

https://regulations.utah.edu/academics/6-100.php#a.III.O
https://disability.utah.edu/
http://www.admin.utah.edu/ppmanual/8/8-10.html
http://regulations.utah.edu/academics/6-400.php
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Drop/Withdrawal Policy:  Students may drop a course within the first two weeks of a given 

semester without any penalties. Students may officially withdraw (W) from a class or all classes 

after the drop deadline through the midpoint of a course. A “W” grade is recorded on the 

transcript and appropriate tuition/fees are assessed. The grade “W” is not used in calculating the 

student’s GPA. For deadlines to withdraw from full-term, first, and second session classes, see 

the U's Academic Calendar. 

 

Grading Scale 

A+ 96–100% 

A 93–95% 

A− 90–92% 

B+ 87–89% 

B 84–86% 
 

B− 80-83%  

C+ 77-79%  

C 74–6% 

C− 70–3% 

D+ 67–9% 
 

 

 

D 64–66% 

D− 60–63% 

F 0–59% 

W - Withdraw 

 

 

University Policies 

 

Indigenous Land Acknowledgement:  The University of Utah has both historical and contemporary 

relationships with Indigenous peoples. Given that the Salt Lake Valley has always been a gathering 

place for Indigenous peoples, we acknowledge that this land, which is named for the Ute Tribe, is the 

traditional and ancestral homelands of the Shoshone, Paiute, Goshute, and Ute Tribes and is a crossroad 

for Indigenous peoples. 

 

The University of Utah recognizes the enduring relationships between many Indigenous peoples 

and their traditional homelands. We are grateful for the territory upon which we gather today; we 

respect Utah’s Indigenous peoples, the original stewards of this land; and we value the sovereign 

relationships that exist between tribal governments, state governments, and the federal 

government. Today, approximately 60,000 American Indian and Alaska Native peoples live in 

Utah. As a state institution, the University of Utah is committed to serving Native communities 

throughout Utah in partnership with Native Nations and our Urban Indian communities through 

research, education, and community outreach activities. 

 

Student Support at the U:  Your success at the University of Utah is important to all of us here! 

If you feel like you need extra support in academics, overcoming personal difficulties, or finding 

community, the U is here for you. Please refer to the Student Support Services page for the U for 

updated information. 

 

Student Wellness:  Your personal health and wellness are essential to your success as a student. 

Personal concerns like stress, anxiety, relationship difficulties, depression, or cross-cultural 

differences can interfere with a student’s ability to succeed and thrive in this course and at the 

University of Utah. Please feel welcome to reach out to your instructor or TA to handle issues 

regarding your coursework. For helpful resources to manage your personal wellness and 

counseling options, contact:  Counseling Services at 801-581-6826 or  counselingcenter.utah.edu 

Or Center for Student Wellness at  801-581-7776 or wellness.utah.edu 

 

 

https://registrar.utah.edu/academic-calendars/index.php
https://studentaffairs.utah.edu/
https://counselingcenter.utah.edu/
http://wellness.utah.edu/
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University Safety Statement:  The University of Utah values the safety of all campus 

community members. To report suspicious activity or to request a courtesy escort, call campus 

police at 801-585-COPS (801-585-2677). You will receive important emergency alerts and 

safety messages regarding campus safety via text message. For more information regarding 

safety and to view available training resources, including helpful videos, visit safeu.utah.edu. 

 

Addressing Sexual Misconduct:  Title IX makes it clear that violence and harassment based on 

sex and gender is a civil rights offense and will be treated like any other offenses against other 

protected categories such as race, national origin, color, religion, age, status as a person with a 

disability, veteran’s status or genetic information.  Responsible employees are required under 

University policy to inform the Office of Equal Opportunity (OEO) of all reports of 

discrimination or sexual misconduct. If you or someone you know has been harassed or 

assaulted, you are encouraged to report it to the Title IX Coordinator in the Office of Equal 

Opportunity and Affirmative Action, 135 Park Building, 801-581-8365, or the Office of the 

Dean of Students, 270 Union Building, 801-581-7066.  For support and confidential 

consultation, contact the Center for Student Wellness, 426 SSB, 801-581-7776.  To report to the 

police, contact the Department of Public Safety, 801-585-2677(COPS). 

 

Veterans Center:  If you are a student veteran, I want you to know that the U of U has a 

Veterans Support Center on campus. They are located in Union Building, Rm 418. Hours: M-F 

8-5pm. Please visit their website for more information about what support they offer, including a 

list of ongoing events and links to outside resources: http://veteranscenter.utah.edu/. Please also 

let me know if you need any additional support for this class.  

 

The Americans with Disabilities Act. The University of Utah seeks to provide equal access to 

its programs, services, and activities for people with disabilities. If you will need 

accommodations in this class, reasonable prior notice needs to be given to the Center for 

Disability Services, 162 Olpin Union Building, (801) 581-5020. CDS will work with you and the 

instructor to make arrangements for your accommodations. All written information in this course 

can be made available by other means with prior notification to the Center for Disability 

Services. 

 

Title IX Accommodations for Pregnant Students:  Pregnant and parenting students are 

protected through Title IX from discrimination in educational settings and may request 

reasonable modifications if needed. For further support, please contact: Title IX Coordinator & 

Office of Equal Opportunity and Affirmative Action at 801-581-8365 or oeo.utah.edu. 

 

Learners of English as an Additional/Second Language: If you are an English language 

learner, please be aware of several resources on campus that will support you with your language 

development and writing. These resources include the Department of Linguistics’ ESL Program 

(http://linguistics.utah.edu/esl-program/); the Writing Center (http://writingcenter.utah.edu/); the 

Writing Program (http://writing-program.utah.edu/); the English Language Institute 

(http://continue.utah.edu/eli/). Please let me know if there is any additional support you would 

like to discuss for this class.  

 

  

https://sexualassault.utah.edu/reporting/mandatory-reporters/
https://oeo.utah.edu/
https://oeo.utah.edu/
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Part 1: Introduction and Overview 

 

Topic 1 - August 19:  Course Introduction and Overview 

 

Topic 2 - August 21:  Understanding Environmental Problems 

 

Topic 3 - August 26:  Contemporary Environmental Policy, Part 1 

 

Topic 4 - August 28:  Contemporary Environmental Policy, Part 2 

 

 

Part II: The Domestic Environmental Policy Arena 

 

Topic 5 - September 2:  State versus Federal Environmental Policy, Part 1 

 

Topic 6 - September 4: Domestic Institutions and Environmental Policy (Part 1) 

 

Topic 7 - September 9-11:  Domestic Institutions and Environmental Policy (Part 2-3) 

 

Topic 8 - September 16:  The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

 

Topic 9 - September 18:  Environmental Security 

• CRITICAL COMMENTARY #1 DUE ONLINE BY 3:20 PM 

 

 

Part III:  The International Environmental Policy Arena 

 

Topic 10 - September 23:  The Emergence of Global Environmental Politics 

 

Topic 11 - September 25 - Global Environmental Politics and the Rising Anthropocene 

 

Topic 12 - September 30-October 2:  Greening the Global Economy 

 
 

No Classes - Fall Break:  October 6-10 
 

 

Topic 13 - October 14:  International Environmental Actors and Regimes 

 

Topic 14 - October 16:  Cities as Environmental Actors   

 

Topic 15 - October 21:  Sustainable International Development 

• CRITICAL COMMENTARY #2 DUE ONLINE BY 3:20 PM 

 

 

Part IV:  Environmental Regimes:  Obstacles and Opportunities 

 

Topic 16 - October 23:  Technology Solutions, Part 1 - Dream or Nightmare? 
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Topic 17 - October 28:  Technology Solutions, Part 2:  The Innovation Challenge 

• ONLINE QUIZ available on Canvas DUE BY 5 PM  

 

Topic 18 - October 30:  Effective Environmental Regimes and Policies 

 

Topic 19 - November 4:  Environmental Regimes - Climate Change  

 

Topic 20 - November 6:  Environmental Regimes:  Biodiversity and Natural Resources 

 

Topic 21 - November 11:  Environmental Regimes:  Air Pollution 

 

Topic 22 - November 13:  Environmental Regimes – Indoor Air Quality and Radon 

 

Topic 23 - November 18:  Energy Regimes - The History and Politics of Fossil Fuels 

 

Topic 24 - November 20: Energy Regimes:  The Nuclear Energy Renaissance 

 

Topic 25 - November 25:  Energy Regimes - Prospects for a Global Clean Energy 

Transition 

• INDIVIDUAL COMMENTARY DUE ON Canvas BY 3:20 PM 

 

November 27:  Thanksgiving Break 
 

 

Topic 26 - December 2:  Environmental Regimes - Chemicals, Toxics & Waste  

 

Topic 27 - December 4:  Future of the Field and Final Tasks 

• REGIME EVALUATION PAPER DUE ON CANVAS BY 11:59 PM ON December 

11, 2025 

 

 

 


